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Fifa working
with kelong
insiders
TELLING IT ALL:
(Left and below)
Extracts of the letter
which Wilson Raj
Perumal sent to The
New Paper. In it, he
alleges that Dan Tan
gave him up to the
Finnish authorities.
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Wilson Raj Perumal (above)
breaks silence on fellow kelong
king Dan Tan, claims he’s doing
it because Tan sold him out

TIP
FOR
TAT

REPORTS: ZAIHAN MOHAMED YUSOF
zaihan@sph.com.sg

H

E CLAIMED he would have taken the secret to
the grave.
But convicted match-fixer Wilson Raj Perumal
could not hold his peace, especially after what a former
colleague had done to him first, he said.
Wilson Raj believes that the ex-colleague, businessman Dan Tan Seet Eng, betrayed him to the Finnish
police.
Dan Tan, a Singaporean, is now on Italy’s wanted
list for allegedly heading a match-fixing cartel suspected of manipulating Serie A and B matches.
Wilson Raj’s latest revelation – in a letter sent exclusively to The New Paper (TNP) – has shed more light on
how foreign law enforcement agencies came to know of
his elusive partner.
Wilson Raj had exposed Dan Tan to the Finnish
authorities after his arrest at Helsinki Vantaa international airport in February last year.
His letter, dated Dec 29, 2011, explains why he decided to rat on Dan Tan.
Wilson Raj, 46, who is serving a two-year sentence in
Finland for match-fixing, said: “Seeking police assistance is a violation of code number one in any criminal
business.
“Dan Tan broke this code and stirred the hornet’s
nest... I cannot be held accountable for something that
was ignited by Dan (Tan) and Anthony (Santia Raj).”
Both Santia Raj and Dan Tan have not been detained or charged.
Wilson Raj claimed that Dan Tan had sent a whistle-blower, Joseph Tan, to tip off Finnish police on his
kelong operations in Rovaniemi, Finland.

“Seeking
police
assistance
is a
violation
of code number one in
any criminal business.
Dan Tan broke this
code and stirred the
hornet’s nest...”
– Wilson Raj Perumal on Dan Tan (inset)
TNP learnt that Joseph Tan was an associate of
Anthony Santia Raj – Wilson Raj’s former-employee-turned-rival.
Both Santia Raj and Joseph Tan were present at
fixed international friendly matches played in Antalya,
Turkey, on Feb 9, 2011, said Fifa.
Wilson Raj, who is a fugitive from Singapore, added:
“He (Dan Tan) plotted with Anthony to get rid of me...
He knew the precise date and time of my arrival. He
also knew I was travelling on a forged passport.”
To the law enforcement agencies, Wilson Raj’s confession was the “smoking gun” – sparking a massive
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probe into football
match-fixing in Europe.
German,
Turkish,
Hungarian and Italian investigators began monitoring Dan Tan’s syndicate.
Last month, the coordinated probes resulted
in 17 arrest warrants being issued in Italy, including those for three Singaporeans, one of whom is
Dan Tan.
Nevertheless, Wilson Raj declined to fully explain
how he knew Dan Tan was behind his arrest.
Wilson Raj fled Singapore around July 2010 after
failing to show up at an appeals hearing against a
five-year corrective training sentence for injuring an
auxiliary policeman.
In interviews with Finnish police obtained by TNP,
Wilson Raj said that he was part of a global syndicate
headed by a Singaporean financier.
He previously claimed that Santia Raj had betrayed
him and sold his projects to an investor. Wilson Raj did
not name the investor. Until now.
“I chose not to disclose his (Dan Tan’s) true identity
in the initial stages because I had no inkling of his
involvement leading to my arrest,” he wrote in his
letter.

‘Thieves falling out’?
Fifa’s security head Chris Eaton said what Wilson
Raj is divulging now may just be a game of “thieves
falling out”.
He told TNP in an e-mail: “The fact that Perumal
now reveals, in his own writing, some more of his
criminal relationships out of Singapore, is just further
cause for relevant authorities to take action.
“The significance of the Singapore connections in
global match-fixing cannot be ignored or denied any
longer.”
Wilson Raj said in his letter that he was in business
with Dan Tan for the last three years.
Their relationship soured when Dan Tan allegedly
tried to steal his business.
Wilson Raj said: “He went behind my back to negotiate business with Anthony (Santia Raj), knowing very
well these projects were initiated by me.
“I only found out both of them had made a fool out
of me when I caught a glimpse of (referee) Ibrahim
Chaibou officiating the Bolivia v Venezuela international friendly in October 2010.”

TNP hotline: 1800-7 33

44 55

TNP understands that the financially-strapped Bolivian Football Association (BFA) was targeted in September 2010.
In previous letters to TNP, Wilson Raj admitted
sending Santia Raj to seal a deal with BFA.
Instead, Santia Raj signed the contract on behalf of a
fake company, Footy Media.
It was then that Wilson Raj decided “to get even with
Dan Tan” and recoup his losses in the Bolivia deal.
Wilson Raj said he raised quotation prices on
projects “we had planned to execute in Finland”.
This may have led to his downfall.
He said his high quotations could have prompted
Dan Tan to get rid of him and take over the Finnish
projects.
He also thinks that Dan Tan assumed he had tipped
off the authorities on the two matches played in Antalya.
The two international friendlies involving Estonia,
Bulgaria, Latvia and Bolivia were organised by Footy
Media, which vanished overnight.
Its telephone numbers and website were no longer
in use when Fifa tried to contact Santia Raj.
Fifa had investigated the matches, in which all seven goals were penalties, after detecting strange betting
patterns.
An associate of Dan Tan told TNP last month that
Wilson Raj was ungrateful and not to be trusted.
He said Dan Tan had lent Wilson Raj money for past
projects and even invested in his companies.
In his letter, Wilson Raj did not deny Dan Tan’s
generosity and described him as a helpful, jovial and
flexible person, who on one occasion, had lent him
$200,000 on short notice.
But he claimed Dan Tan has a dark side.
Wilson Raj alleged: “He has a jealous nature and will
never allow a competitor from the same field to supersede him. He once instigated a Chinese national to
vanish with $720,000 of my money.”
Santia Raj and Dan Tan could not be reached for
comment.
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FIFA’S kelong hunters will “fight fire with fire”
to protect football.
It is working with informants in organised
crime syndicates to foil match-fixing
attempts, said Fifa’s security head, Mr Chris
Eaton (below), on the website of football’s
world governing body.
He said: “Match-fixing can and does
impact on qualifiers for Fifa competitions,
and could impact on the global events
themselves.
“What we’re doing now is developing
sources both in criminal organisations and
football that will advise us.”
On Fifa’s radar are World Cup qualifiers
between nations that are unlikely to reach the
finals in Brazil in 2014.
Match-fixers
could manipulate
such matches.
Other areas of
focus include 50
active national
probes which are
being monitored
by Fifa
investigators
based in Jordan,
Colombia,
Malaysia and
Britain.
Starting next
month, Fifa will
open a hotline for
whistle-blowers.
The
ST FILE PICTURE
three-month
campaign features a website, telephone
number and e-mail address in all languages
for informants.
Added Mr Eaton: “In 2012, players,
officials and even administrators will have a
place to go – even anonymously – to tell their
story, and that’s with the commencement of
the amnesty, rewards and hotline
programme.”
Said Mr Eaton, a former Interpol officer:
“We see the footprints of Singaporean
criminals throughout Europe, Africa and
Central America.
“The infiltration of serious criminals into
our associations and football generally is the
most pressing issue.”
In March last year, Fifa foiled an
attempted fix in the United Arab Emirates by
a Singaporean syndicate.
The two runners sent by the syndicate to
report on the matches got cold feet and fled
before half-time. But they were
photographed and their identities uncovered
by the investigators.
The New Paper understands that Fifa’s
success was based on a tip-off from a
Singaporean source in the syndicate.
Added Mr Eaton: “We are creating a
hostile environment for match-fixers to make
them realise we will expose them, name
them, and make them subject to
investigation somewhere in the world.”
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As heads roll in Italy’s football match-rigging saga, Spore’s alleged
kelong king Dan Tan (left) gets fingered in investigation papers

He made

MILLIONS
fixing 33 games in 2 years
REPORT: DILENJIT SINGH and
ZAIHAN MOHAMED YUSOF
tnp@sph.com.sg

H

E’S the “leader” and “organiser” of a global
match-fixing syndicate that has plagued Italian
football.
That’s how Italian court papers describe Singaporean Dan Tan Seet Eng, 47, in an ongoing investigation
into match-rigging.
The New Paper obtained the latest edition of the
Cremona investigation papers, which chronicle Tan’s
alleged involvement in the rigging of 33 matches in
Italy’s top two leagues, Serie A and Serie B, over the last
two years.
For the first time, the syndicate’s operations in Italy
have been described in great detail, following the money trail from Tan and his accomplices to the players and
officials who fixed the games.
As much as two million euros ($3.2 million) was bet
on one of the rigged matches through the use of Asian
betting websites.
Tan first came to prominence when a German magazine described him as the financier of a syndicate which
counted fellow Singaporean Wilson Raj Perumal as a
member. (See report on page 4.)
TNP understands that security officials from world
football governing body Fifa have been tracking Tan’s
operations around the world for some time.
Described by Fifa’s former head of security, Mr
Chris Eaton, as the most significant match-fixing
investigation in the sport, Operation Last Bet
has implicated high-profile figures in Italian
football.
Two former Italian internationals,
Lazio idol Giuseppe Signori and ex-Atalanta player Cristiano Doni, have been
incriminated in the scandal.
Last month, in the latest round of
the ongoing operation, the residence of Antonio Conte, manager
of Serie A champions Juventus,
was searched. And Azzurri
left-back Domenico Criscito was
left out of Italy’s Euro 2012 squad.
But the biggest fish in the kelong

FALLEN FROM
GLORY: Former Italian
striker Giuseppe Signori
was arrested last year.

DROPPED:
Domenico Criscito
was left out of Italy’s
Euro 2012 squad.

“Although there
have been significant
arrests, we believe
that match-fixing will
continue as long as
persons such as
Dan Tan, who finance
these operations,
are not identified
and dealt with.”
– A Fifa investigator, who wanted to be
known only as John, explaining Tan’s
significance to investigations

investigation – Tan – has yet to be reeled in.
Cremona’s chief investigator, Mr Sergio Lo Presti,
previously told TNP that an Interpol arrest warrant has
been issued for the Singaporean.
Explaining Tan’s significance to investigations, a
Fifa investigator, who wanted to be known only as John,
said: “Although there have been significant arrests, we
believe that match-fixing will continue as long as persons such as Dan Tan, who finance these operations,
are not identified and dealt with.”
Tan isn’t the only Singaporean wanted in connection with match-fixing in Italy.
Court papers have revealed the alleged involvement
of his runners, Choo Beng Huat and Pho Hock Kheng.
The Cremona Investigation papers show that Choo
visited Italy at least 16 times between May 2009 and last
November to meet members of the match-rigging syndicate, or as Tan’s cash courier.
Pho, too, served as Tan’s runner and made frequent
trips to Italy, sometimes with his boss.
Investigating magistrate Guido Salvini said he was
sure that on a trip to Milan on Nov 4 last year, Choo
delivered something on behalf of the syndicate – possibly “a sum of money hidden in a container (in his
luggage) to fund illegal activities”.
When TNP contacted Choo last December,
he called the allegations “all nonsense” and
insisted that it was a case of mistaken identity.
He said: “I’m not interested in football. I’m a poor man and I have not
been to Italy recently. A long time ago,
I went there to visit my sister-in-law.”
On occasions when Tan did not
use his runners to deliver money,
he used money transfer services
to make payments for the rigged
football matches, the court documents said.

Two members of his syndicate created a company
in Panama in May 2010 called Clewer Overseas S.A. for
the illicit purpose of receiving and distributing funds
relating to the syndicate’s match-rigging efforts.
According to the documents, the company allegedly
received money transferred from Raffles Money
Change from Tan and his associates in two tranches –
289,905 euros in November 2010 and 434,905 euros in
March last year.
The monies were illegal betting profits from the
manipulation of matches, particularly the game between Brescia and Lecce played on Feb 27 last year.
In an attempt to “clean up” the funds to prevent the
detection of their movement and the beneficiaries, the
money was redirected to the personal accounts of Italian syndicate members, who served as recruiters of,
and liaison for, corrupt players.

Serie A game

FIXED:
Lazio’s
Francelino
Matuzalem
celebrating a
goal with his
teammates
during the
match between
Lecce and
Lazio in April
this year. A
match between
the two teams
on May 22,
2011, was
found to have
been rigged.
PICTURE: AFP

Of all the fixes and attempted fixes chronicled in the
Cremona investigation papers, one stands out for its
importance and vivid detail of Tan’s alleged match-rigging processes.
The match in question was a Serie A fixture on May
22 last year, in which Lazio beat Lecce 4-2.
An hour before the match kicked off, Tan is alleged
to have spoken to and exchanged text messages with
others in the syndicate, before a total of 600,000 euros
was paid out to the complicit players to carry out the
fix.
Half of this sum came from Tan, the syndicate’s chief financier, and the other half from
a group within the organisation called the
Hungarians.
With the fix in place, Tan bet two
million euros on Asian betting websites that the match would have four
or more goals.

Although his exact winnings are not known, it is
certainly in the millions.
The court papers reveal that one afternoon in May,
after the successful fixing of the Lazio-Lecce match,
members of the syndicate felt that “they had arrived at
the top”, having manipulated an Italian Serie A match
“under the leadership of Boss (Tan)”.
TNP understands that despite the Interpol arrest
warrant, Tan remains at large.
A Singapore police spokesman said they are working with the Italian authorities, but declined to elaborate.
TNP made several unsuccessful attempts last week
to speak to Tan at his home or on the phone.
In an interview with TNP last August, Tan admitted
to knowing Wilson Raj, albeit not personally, and that
his involvement in Exclusive Sports came about
through a friend who asked him to invest in the company.
Exclusive Sports is a company said to have been
used as a front for match-fixing.
He said: “Maybe Wilson or Exclusive Sports was not
happy with me for pulling out of the venture. Maybe
that’s why he had named me to investigators.”
However, the Cremona investigation papers reveal
that at the time of his arrest in Finland, Wilson Raj was
with three Hungarians – Zoltan Kenesei, Latzslo Schultz
and Balazs Polyak.
Kenesei and Schultz have now been implicated in the Cremona investigation,
with Kenesei described as an executive member of Tan’s syndicate
and the head of the Hungarians.
So,
notwithstanding
Tan’s protestations of innocence, this latest revelation seems to indicate his
clear links to Wilson Raj.
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S’pore,
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years in
China jail/
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Juventus
coach Antonio
Conte had his
house searched
by police last
month.

BANNED:
Former Atalanta
captain and Italy
midfielder Cristiano
Doni was banned for
31/2 years in August.
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was ‘fixed’ by fellow kelong king
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Liaoning
Guangyuan GM
had fled S’pore
after being
charged with
25 counts of
match-fixing
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Dan Tan
allegedly
ran a global
match-fixing
cartel and
managed to
stay below
the radar –
until fellow
Singaporean
Wilson Raj
‘outed’ him

●

deal struck late in 2010
that would allow football
players from Asia, Africa
and Latin America to be
H
showcased there.
The club was expelled
from the Finnish top flight
last
year
following
match-fixing allegations.
In El Salvador, Exclusive Sports was alleged to have organised a
dodgy match between Costa Rica and El
Salvador in October 2010.
■ Sources close to the investigations
into match-fixing in Finnish football told
TNP that Wilson Raj had named Tan during
his interviews with Finnish police.
In January this year, Wilson Raj allegedly
spilled the beans on Tan in a letter to The
New Paper.
He claimed that he had done so because
Tan had ratted him out to Finnish authorities by sending a whistle-blower to tip off
Finnish police on his kelong operations in
Rovaniemi, Finland.
Wilson Raj, 46, said: “Seeking police as-

■ Dan Tan Seet Eng’s name first
cropped up in relation to match-fixing
when Stern magazine alleged that he was
the leader of the match-fixing cartel.
In an article in its July 28, 2011 issue, Tan
was described as the financier of a syndicate which counted fellow Singaporean Wilson Raj Perumal as a member.
Stern also mentioned that a referee who
officiated games under investigation by Fifa
– Nigeria v Argentina and Bahrain v Togo –
was on the payroll of the “Dan Tan cartel”.
■ Tan, who lives in a Rivervale Crest
condominium unit in Sengkang, was the
director of Exclusive Sports from November
2010 to February last year.
Exclusive Sports was previously known
as Football Four U – a company started by
convicted match-fixer Wilson Raj.
■ Exclusive Sports had been in the spotlight for offering Finnish football club Tampere United 300,000 euros (S$481,000) in a

Wilson Raj Perumal (above)
breaks silence on fellow kelong
king Dan Tan, claims he’s doing
it because Tan sold him out
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REPORTS: ZAIHAN MOHAMED YUSOF
zaihan@sph.com.sg

E CLAIMED he would have taken the secret to
the grave.
But convicted match-fixer Wilson Raj Perumal
could not hold his peace, especially after what a former
colleague had done to him first, he said.
Wilson Raj believes that the ex-colleague, businessman Dan Tan Seet Eng, betrayed him to the Finnish
police.
Dan Tan, a Singaporean, is now on Italy’s wanted
list for allegedly heading a match-fixing cartel suspected of manipulating Serie A and B matches.
Wilson Raj’s latest revelation – in a letter sent exclusively to The New Paper (TNP) – has shed more light on
how foreign law enforcement agencies came to know of
his elusive partner.
Wilson Raj had exposed Dan Tan to the Finnish
authorities after his arrest at Helsinki Vantaa international airport in February last year.
His letter, dated Dec 29, 2011, explains why he decided to rat on Dan Tan.
Wilson Raj, 46, who is serving a two-year sentence in
Finland for match-fixing, said: “Seeking police assistance is a violation of code number one in any criminal
business.
“Dan Tan broke this code and stirred the hornet’s
nest... I cannot be held accountable for something that
was ignited by Dan (Tan) and Anthony (Santia Raj).”
Both Santia Raj and Dan Tan have not been detained or charged.
Wilson Raj claimed that Dan Tan had sent a whistle-blower, Joseph Tan, to tip off Finnish police on his
kelong operations in Rovaniemi, Finland.

sistance is a violation of
code number one in any
criminal business.
“Dan Tan broke this
code and stirred the hornet’s nest.”
■ Wilson Raj claimed
that he was part of a global
match-fixing
syndicate
THE NEW PAPER, JAN 7
headed by Tan, whom he
and four other shareholders from Slovenia,
Bulgaria, Croatia and Hungary reported to.
But the 46-year-old explained that his
relationship with Tan soured when Tan allegedly tried to steal his business.
After serving 12 months of his two-year
sentence for bribing players, entering Finland with a forged Singapore passport and
obstructing the duties of government officials by trying to escape from custody, Wilson Raj was handed over to the Hungarian
authorities under custody in March.
It is unclear if he has been charged for
match-fixing or is assisting with investigations there.
Fifa working
with kelong
insiders

TELLING IT ALL:
(Left and below)
Extracts of the letter
which Wilson Raj
Perumal sent to The
New Paper. In it, he
alleges that Dan Tan
gave him up to the
Finnish authorities.

PICTURE:
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“Seeking
police
assistance
is a
violation
of code number one in
any criminal business.
Dan Tan broke this
code and stirred the
hornet’s nest...”
– Wilson Raj Perumal on Dan Tan (inset)

TNP learnt that Joseph Tan was an associate of
Anthony Santia Raj – Wilson Raj’s former-employee-turned-rival.
Both Santia Raj and Joseph Tan were present at
fixed international friendly matches played in Antalya,
Turkey, on Feb 9, 2011, said Fifa.
Wilson Raj, who is a fugitive from Singapore, added:
“He (Dan Tan) plotted with Anthony to get rid of me...
He knew the precise date and time of my arrival. He
also knew I was travelling on a forged passport.”
To the law enforcement agencies, Wilson Raj’s confession was the “smoking gun” – sparking a massive
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probe into football
match-fixing in Europe.
German,
Turkish,
Hungarian and Italian investigators began monitoring Dan Tan’s syndicate.
Last month, the coordinated probes resulted
in 17 arrest warrants being issued in Italy, including those for three Singaporeans, one of whom is
Dan Tan.
Nevertheless, Wilson Raj declined to fully explain
how he knew Dan Tan was behind his arrest.
Wilson Raj fled Singapore around July 2010 after
failing to show up at an appeals hearing against a
five-year corrective training sentence for injuring an
auxiliary policeman.
In interviews with Finnish police obtained by TNP,
Wilson Raj said that he was part of a global syndicate
headed by a Singaporean financier.
He previously claimed that Santia Raj had betrayed
him and sold his projects to an investor. Wilson Raj did
not name the investor. Until now.
“I chose not to disclose his (Dan Tan’s) true identity
in the initial stages because I had no inkling of his
involvement leading to my arrest,” he wrote in his
letter.

‘Thieves falling out’?

Fifa’s security head Chris Eaton said what Wilson
Raj is divulging now may just be a game of “thieves
falling out”.
He told TNP in an e-mail: “The fact that Perumal
now reveals, in his own writing, some more of his
criminal relationships out of Singapore, is just further
cause for relevant authorities to take action.
“The significance of the Singapore connections in
global match-fixing cannot be ignored or denied any
longer.”
Wilson Raj said in his letter that he was in business
with Dan Tan for the last three years.
Their relationship soured when Dan Tan allegedly
tried to steal his business.
Wilson Raj said: “He went behind my back to negotiate business with Anthony (Santia Raj), knowing very
well these projects were initiated by me.
“I only found out both of them had made a fool out
of me when I caught a glimpse of (referee) Ibrahim
Chaibou officiating the Bolivia v Venezuela international friendly in October 2010.”

TNP hotline: 1800-7 33

44 55

TNP understands that the financially-strapped Bolivian Football Association (BFA) was targeted in September 2010.
In previous letters to TNP, Wilson Raj admitted
sending Santia Raj to seal a deal with BFA.
Instead, Santia Raj signed the contract on behalf of a
fake company, Footy Media.
It was then that Wilson Raj decided “to get even with
Dan Tan” and recoup his losses in the Bolivia deal.
Wilson Raj said he raised quotation prices on
projects “we had planned to execute in Finland”.
This may have led to his downfall.
He said his high quotations could have prompted
Dan Tan to get rid of him and take over the Finnish
projects.
He also thinks that Dan Tan assumed he had tipped
off the authorities on the two matches played in Antalya.
The two international friendlies involving Estonia,
Bulgaria, Latvia and Bolivia were organised by Footy
Media, which vanished overnight.
Its telephone numbers and website were no longer
in use when Fifa tried to contact Santia Raj.
Fifa had investigated the matches, in which all seven goals were penalties, after detecting strange betting
patterns.
An associate of Dan Tan told TNP last month that
Wilson Raj was ungrateful and not to be trusted.
He said Dan Tan had lent Wilson Raj money for past
projects and even invested in his companies.
In his letter, Wilson Raj did not deny Dan Tan’s
generosity and described him as a helpful, jovial and
flexible person, who on one occasion, had lent him
$200,000 on short notice.
But he claimed Dan Tan has a dark side.
Wilson Raj alleged: “He has a jealous nature and will
never allow a competitor from the same field to supersede him. He once instigated a Chinese national to
vanish with $720,000 of my money.”
Santia Raj and Dan Tan could not be reached for
comment.
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FIFA’S kelong hunters will “fight fire with fire”
to protect football.
It is working with informants in organised
crime syndicates to foil match-fixing
attempts, said Fifa’s security head, Mr Chris
Eaton (below), on the website of football’s
world governing body.
He said: “Match-fixing can and does
impact on qualifiers for Fifa competitions,
and could impact on the global events
themselves.
“What we’re doing now is developing
sources both in criminal organisations and
football that will advise us.”
On Fifa’s radar are World Cup qualifiers
between nations that are unlikely to reach the
finals in Brazil in 2014.
Match-fixers
could manipulate
such matches.
Other areas of
focus include 50
active national
probes which are
being monitored
by Fifa
investigators
based in Jordan,
Colombia,
Malaysia and
Britain.
Starting next
month, Fifa will
open a hotline for
whistle-blowers.
The
ST FILE PICTURE
three-month
campaign features a website, telephone
number and e-mail address in all languages
for informants.
Added Mr Eaton: “In 2012, players,
officials and even administrators will have a
place to go – even anonymously – to tell their
story, and that’s with the commencement of
the amnesty, rewards and hotline
programme.”
Said Mr Eaton, a former Interpol officer:
“We see the footprints of Singaporean
criminals throughout Europe, Africa and
Central America.
“The infiltration of serious criminals into
our associations and football generally is the
most pressing issue.”
In March last year, Fifa foiled an
attempted fix in the United Arab Emirates by
a Singaporean syndicate.
The two runners sent by the syndicate to
report on the matches got cold feet and fled
before half-time. But they were
photographed and their identities uncovered
by the investigators.
The New Paper understands that Fifa’s
success was based on a tip-off from a
Singaporean source in the syndicate.
Added Mr Eaton: “We are creating a
hostile environment for match-fixers to make
them realise we will expose them, name
them, and make them subject to
investigation somewhere in the world.”
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He flees S’pore, gets
7 years in China jail
H

E FLED Singapore to evade match-fixing charges. But the law finally caught up with former
Liaoning Guangyuan general manager Wang
Xin (left), who has been sentenced to seven years in a
China jail for bribing and gambling, Xinhua reported.
Wang Xin, who was facing 25 charges related to
match-fixing in Singapore before fleeing the Republic
in 2008, was convicted in a court in north-eastern
Liaoning, along with 23 others, including two former
chiefs of China football.
The sentencing, reported Xinhua, followed a
trial in April.
Wang Xin, 44, brought Chinese club Liaoning Guangyuan to play in the S-League in
2007.
In November that year, after the club finished 10th out of 12 teams and lost 20 of 33
games, the Corrupt Practices Investigation
Bureau (CPIB) hauled up 11 Liaoning players
for questioning.
On Jan 7, 2008, the CPIB arrested Wang Xin
on suspicion of corruption.
He was alleged to have offered at least
$24,140 in bribes to seven Liaoning players to lose
six S-League games.
Just before he was to be charged in court later that
month, he posted $80,000 bail and left Singapore after
being given permission to return to China to attend a
court hearing for a financial dispute.
He never returned to Singapore.
The seven players were jailed between four and five
months and ordered to pay penalties of between $2,200
and $6,200.
Wang Xin, however, remained at large until Xinhua
reported that China’s Ministry of Public Security arrested him and 15 others in Liaoning in April 2009 for
“manipulating domestic soccer matches through com-

mercial bribery”.
Other than Wang Xin, two former Chinese football
chiefs and several former national team players were
handed lengthy jail sentences for taking bribes, or for
match-fixing, reported Xinhua.
Nan Yong, the former head of Chinese football, was
sentenced to 101/2 years’ jail for taking bribes of
more than 1.48 million yuan (S$300,000 ).
Xie Yalong, Nan’s predecessor, received an identical sentence and was fined 200,000 yuan for also
taking bribes.

Caught
Nan and Xie are the highest-ranking officials to
be caught in an anti-graft campaign launched two
years ago.
They told the courts that they “needed to consult
their respective attorneys to decide whether to appeal against the verdicts”, Xinhua said.
Wei Shaohui, a former national team captain,
received the same sentence and fine as Xie, the
report added.
Four former China internationals – Shen Si, Qi
Hong, Jiang Jin and Li Ming – were sentenced to up
to six years in jail for match-fixing.
A total of 24 people were sentenced in trials held
in two cities in Liaoning province, including several
former general managers at clubs throughout the
country, for taking bribes, gambling and racketeering.
Four referees were also jailed for up to six years
for taking bribes.
The Chinese government has vowed to clean up
corruption in the sport, which has been dogged by
match-fixing scandals for years, along with violence
both on and off the pitch.
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But even the big boys are doing it...

Bookies
target
youth
players

CONTROL:
(Left)
Match-fixers
are said to be
approaching
players below
the age of 16.
(Below)
Members of the
Laos under-16
team during a
training
session.
ST PHOTO
ILLUSTRATION,
COURTESY OF LAO
FOOTBALL
FEDERATION

THAT’S what an alleged match-fixing agent told
members of the Laotian under-16 team, in an effort to
convince them to rig matches.
The New Paper obtained translated transcripts of the
conversation which took place shortly before the AFF
(Asean Football Federation) Under-16 Youth
Championships in Laotian capital Vientiane in the middle
of last year.
Said the supposed match-rigging agent: “Look at the
older national team that just played. They got paid too.
“They won, but let the other team score two goals.”
On July 3 last year, Laos beat Cambodia 6-2 after
extra time in Vientiane in an Asian Football Confederation
first-round qualifier for the 2014 World Cup in Brazil.
A month later, the UK’s Daily Telegraph newspaper
reported that Fifa investigators had been alerted to
unusual betting patterns for that match.
The Telegraph reported: “The last goal in that game,
scored by Cambodia in the 88th minute, attracted highly
unusual betting patterns.
“With 86 minutes gone, Cambodia were five-to-one
on to score again on Asian handicap markets – an
extreme price.
“According to footage of the game on YouTube,
Cambodia had two goals disallowed in the last
six minutes, after 84 and 86 minutes, and Laos had a
penalty appeal turned down in the 88th minute shortly
before Cambodia’s Samel Nasa scored.”
The Football Federation of Cambodia (FFC) was
alerted to allegations the match had been corrupted and
carried out an internal investigation.
Said Mr May Tola, the deputy general-secretary of the
FFC: “Immediately after the team returned home, our FFC
leadership instructed the federation to form an

investigation commission to find out if there were any
irregularities as rumoured.
“After thorough examination and discussion, the
Commission has found no substantial evidence or
suspicion that the match had been manipulated by
players or whosoever within the team.”
Last November, a Vietnamese news portal reported
that Vietnam’s 3-1 win over Laos at the South-east Asia
(SEA) Games in Jakarta may have been manipulated.
Former national player Tran Minh Chien, who is
currently a coach, told the news outlet that he refused to
let his players watch the second half of the game as he
suspected something was awry.

‘Poor football’
He explained: “I don’t want my players to be
negatively influenced by that kind of poor football.
“As a professional, I can say I don’t believe they were
not in good form. Some of the mistakes in positioning
they made were unbelievable; even a player of a
grassroots team wouldn’t have made them.”
The New Paper asked Mr Xaybandith Rasphone,
general secretary of the Lao Football Federation, about
the alleged agent’s claims that the senior national team’s
matches were fixed.
He said: “I only heard rumours about this, but we’ve
never had any concrete proof about senior national team
matches being fixed.
“There have been attempts at match-fixing involving
our national players or senior officials, but not at our FA
management level.
“We’ve also been investigated by the security officer
from Fifa and Interpol. This is now a very serious issue
and protection measures have to be taken.”

They say it’s
smart football
MATCH
DAY:

REPORTS: DILENJIT SINGH and
ZAIHAN MOHAMED YUSOF

The Laos
under-16 team
(in white) in
action against
East Timor
during the
Asean Football
Federation
Under-16 Youth
Championships
in Vientiane.

tnp@sph.com.sg

T

HEY disguise it with the euphemism “a new style
of football”.
But this “new style” is just a new name for the
age-old malaise of match-fixing.
Masking their murky manoeuvres with a new rhetoric, match-fixers have been coercing players in the
region who are below the age of 16 to rig matches.
The New Paper has obtained translated transcripts
of a recorded phone conversation which reveals how
an alleged match-fixing agent approached players from
the Laotian under-16 team to rig matches.
The approach took place in the middle of last year,
around the period when the AFF (Asean Football Federation) Under-16 Youth Championships was taking
place in Vientiane.
Singapore took part in the tournament, finishing
fourth, while Laos lost 0-1 in the final to Thailand. It is
unclear if any of the matches in the tournament had
been compromised.
When contacted, general secretary of the Lao Football Federation, Mr Xaybandith Rasphone, said the
organisation had “no suspicions of potential fixes” at
the tournament.
While TNP’s transcript did not detail any specific
tournaments or matches which the match-rigging
agent wanted compromised or the financial compensation for doing so, it did reveal the techniques used to
groom players to fix matches.
Explaining what he wanted the players to do, the
alleged agent said: “Let’s say if you win by a lot (of)
goals, for example, three or four-nil.
“If you score that many, then in the second half I will
order you to let them score two or three so it is 4-3.
“But we still win and we also get paid. What do you
guys think of this?”

PICTURE:
ASEAN FOOTBALL
FEDERATION

When one of the Laotian players replied that he
would have to mull the offer over, the supposed agent
tried to reassure him that what he was propositioning
was not match-fixing but “a new style of football”.
Said the man, who is understood to be a Laotian:
“You don’t need to think that this is match-fixing. It’s
(happening) all over the world, every country does it.
“We can’t be soccer players any more, we have to be
smart.
“If we play against a weak team, (East) Timor, for
example, you need to score a lot and win by a lot – like
4-0 or 5-0.
“All I’m asking is just let them have a couple of goals
during the second half... Then we win and we get paid
also.
“But if we play against a stronger team like Thailand
for example, normally we will lose 1-0 or 2-0 anyway.
“Might as well lose with a couple more goals to make
it 4-0. Then we get paid too.
“...The money we can use for paying things. We

need to be great athletes and at the same time be
smart.”
Smart is how this new match-fixing technique of
engaging agents to liaise between syndicates and players could be described, as it minimises the culpability of
corrupt players should the authorities suspect a fix.

Appoint agents
A Fifa investigator, who only wanted to be known as
John, said: “Mainly in Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam,
we’ve seen that players appoint agents who deal with
the match-fixers on their behalf.
“It can be a player or a former player. It just keeps it
more refined, more insular. When you have one guy
dealing with the agent the others can deny all knowledge if they are caught.
“(Corrupt players) are operating this way because
they can stay an arm’s length away from the criminality.
“And that makes it more difficult for investigators,

because that means we are dealing with limited entities
and all the players are getting is an offer from the agent.
“So they can deny that the offer has anything to do
with them.”
While the offer made to the Laotian youth players
was believed to be communicated by their countryman, there is a possibility that there could be a Singaporean involvement in the attempted fix.
TNP had previously reported that Singaporeans
have “a strong presence” in the match-fixing scene in
Indo-China.
A convicted Singaporean match-rigger is known to
be a key operator in the region.
A source told TNP in June last year: “He was so
respected that the players of one particular football
nation in Indo-China would not do any business with
you if you didn’t know him.
“They would say ‘talk to the Singapore boss first
before agreeing on any fix’.”
The “Singaporean boss” was charged in the middle

of last year for fixing matches in a youth tournament in
another South-east Asian country.
When TNP asked Mr Xaybandith if he was aware of
Singaporeans fixing matches in his country, he replied:
“We have only heard and seen them through the Fifa
security head officer’s presentation, but have never
seen them in action.”
Fifa investigators told TNP last September that syndicates were investing in football academies and exploiting talented young players who make it to the big time.
Said John: “We’re finding that these young players
who are trafficked are ‘schooled’ before they arrive in
Europe.
“In the Rovaniemi football club scandal (which saw
Singaporean fixer Wilson Raj Perumal jailed in Finland), the corrupt Zambian players received guidance
from two Zambian seniors – former coach Zeddy Saileti
and Christopher Musonda – on which matches to
throw.”
Musonda told Finnish police that if the syndicates’
instructions were not followed, players could end up
dead.
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Project Helping Hands
tnp.sg/helpinghands

Help us reach
out to them
TO HELP the elderly who are living alone, The New
Paper has partnered the Lions Befrienders Service
Association and Ngee Ann Polytechnic in Project
Helping Hands.

THE PROJECT
DESIGN
It involves installing wireless motion sensors in the
apartments of senior citizens living alone.
The system tracks the resident’s movements
and sends an SMS to a caregiver or volunteer if it
detects unusually long motionless periods – for
example, if the resident stops moving due to an
injury or illness.
This technology, known as the NP’s Elderly
Monitoring System, was developed by the staff and
students of NgeeAnn Polytechnic. Lions
Befrienders has identified 1,000 needy elderly
Singaporeans living in one-room flats as potential
beneficiaries.
ROLL-OUT
To get the hardware portion of the project up and
running, at least $1 million is needed – $1,000 for
every home.
Equally important is the heartware. Volunteers
are needed to adopt seniors living on their own.
Their main responsibility is to receive and act
on the SMS alerts that will be automatically sent
out if the sensors detect unusually long motionless
periods.

HOW TO DONATE
A donation of $1,000 will pay for sensors to be
installed in one flat.
You can donate more if you wish to adopt more
than one household, but any amount is welcome.
We hope students in the same class, colleagues
in a department or neighbours on the same street
or community group will come together to adopt a
home.
Please make out your cheque to “Lions
Befrienders”, and mail it to:
Lions Befrienders Service Association
(Singapore)
Block 130, Bukit Merah View, #01-358,
Singapore 150130
Please indicate on the back of the cheque:
■ Project Helping Hands
■ Your full name
■ NRIC
■ Address
■ Contact number
Corporate donors should also indicate their
company’s name (as registered with Acra) and
their business registration number.
Donations can also be made by cash at the
Lions Befrienders’ office during office hours
(9am-6pm) on weekdays.
You can also donate online at
tnp.sg/helpinghands. All donations are
tax-exempt.
All funds raised for the project will be handled
and disbursed by Lions Befrienders.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER
To sign up as a volunteer, please call
1800-3758600 or visit
www.lionsbefrienders.org.sg
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‘Big fish’
may face
jail in Italy
Italian authorities want to indict
S’porean for ‘sporting fraud’ and
‘criminal association’

NAMED: (Below, left) Dan Tan is believed to be the head of a global match-fixing syndicate.
(Below, right) Wilson Raj has been under house arrest in Hungary since March.

REPORTS: ZAIHAN MOHAMED YUSOF
zaihan@sph.com.sg

H

E MAY be a free man in Singapore, but the
Italian authorities want to prosecute businessman Dan Tan Seet Eng.
Tan, who is believed to be the head of a global
match-fixing syndicate, has been accused of masterminding rigged matches in Serie A and B.
The Italian authorities want to indict him for “sporting fraud” and “criminal association”. This was revealed recently to The New Paper by investigating magistrate Guido Salvini from Cremona in Italy.
Mr Salvini said in an e-mail reply to TNP: “We will
prosecute Tan in absentia. We call it ‘latitanza’ – when a
person absconds to avoid prison.”
Court proceedings against Tan are likely to start next
year. If found guilty, Tan could be sentenced to a jail
term of six to 14 years, said Mr Salvini.
He believes the investigation will end before Christmas, but they are waiting to speak to two other people
involved in the match-fixing scandal.
Tan’s alleged activities have been documented since
he was placed on an Italian match-fixing “wanted list”
in December last year.
These include Tan’s and his syndicate’s travels to
Italy, mobile phone conversations with other fixers and
carrying large amounts of cash to Italian airports.
Tan has been linked to 33 rigged matches in Italy’s
Serie A and Serie B since 2008.
As much as two million euros (S$3.2 million) was
placed as a bet on one of the rigged matches through
the use of Asian betting websites.
It’s a lucrative market for syndicates, said Ms Emine
Bozkurt, European member of the Special Committee
on organised crime, corruption and money laundering.
She said in a September report that the global online
sports betting market has grown from 16.3 billion euros
in 2004 to an estimated 50.7 billion euros in 2012.
Tan’s accomplices – Balkan gang members and two
other Singaporeans – were also named in Italian arrest
warrants.
As Italy does not have an extradition treaty with
Singapore, the Singaporean suspects remain free.

In August last year, Tan refuted allegations linking
him to match-fixing, when he spoke to TNP.
To date, more than 30 people, including Italian
football players like Lazio captain Stefano Mauri and
Italy midfielder Cristiano Doni, have been arrested.
Tan’s operations were first exposed following Kelong King Wilson Raj Perumal’s testimony to Finnish
police after his arrest there in February last year.
The Singaporean, who was convicted of corrupting
Finnish football matches and sentenced to two years’
jail, revealed that Tan was his employer and a financier.
Wilson Raj, 46, named Tan because he believed Tan
had betrayed him to the Finnish authorities, he told
TNP last year.

Italian investigations
While Italian investigations have painted Tan as a
“big fish”, Wilson Raj said there had been a bigger fish
before Tan. Tan had learnt his craft from this man and
later took over as the “boss”.
Wilson Raj said in an e-mail to TNP in July: “In 1992,
Dan Tan was an Ah Beng who will not be able to point
out Italy on the world map. If not for (another) Singaporean, he would never have set foot in Europe.”
This revelation surfaced in July when Wilson Raj
spoke to Invisible Dog, an investigative journalism portal.
In the interview, Wilson Raj claimed that Tan’s mentor was a former local footballer who is now a Malay-

PICTURES: ST FILE, STERN MAGAZINE

sia-based businessman. Wilson Raj told Invisible Dog
that Tan was the right-hand man of the former player,
whom he named as Mr X.
“Mr X incurred huge (gambling) debts from his
European partners and left Europe for good. This is
when Dan Tan took over from Mr X. He approached
Mr X’s friends in Europe and rekindled the business,”
Wilson Raj claimed.
Wilson Raj had also given statements to Finnish
police linking Mr X and Tan last year. He told investigators that the duo manipulated “various lots at the time
of FC Chiasso (Swiss football team)”.
He said that Mr X had “a good influence on the team
and was able to easily manipulate the results of the
matches”.
Tan could not be contacted for comment.
Mr X has denied knowing Tan and also denied in a
media interview that he is linked to match-fixing. He
claimed to have been wrongly accused by Wilson Raj.
When TNP contacted Mr X’s lawyer late last month,
he said: “My client doesn’t admit to any of the accusations which have appeared in the press. He doesn’t
know what Wilson Raj is talking about.”
Around the middle of this year, Mr X said the same
thing to a Swiss TV station in an interview in Kuala
Lumpur.
He denied knowing Tan, but said that in 2008, he
had sponsored FC Chiasso with 50,000 euros through
his company.
He told the TV station: “Other than that (sponsorship), I have no involvement in Chiasso. If you ask me, I
have not even been to any of the matches.”
He said he knows Wilson Raj as they were once
neighbours, but they did not maintain contact after he
left Singapore in the early 90s.
When asked why Wilson Raj had linked him to
match-fixing, he said that Wilson Raj has a “track
record”.
“How do I say... he is a thief and he steals from
thieves,” he said in the interview.
“This is the guy who has been caught, who can say
that the Prime Minister of Singapore is involved in
match-fixing. Are you going to interview him (the PM)?
No, right? So he can say anything.”

Where are they now?
DAN TAN SEET ENG
In the last six months, as many as eight journalists from
Europe have tried to speak to Tan at his condominium
unit in Sengkang. None succeeded.
The New Paper understands that Tan has moved out
and his unit rented out.
Though both his registered telephone numbers are
no longer in use, sources believe he is still in Singapore.
While Tan is free to travel overseas, law enforcement
sources said he might not be willing to take the risk.
Italian investigating magistrate Guido Salvini said

that while it is not possible to extradite Tan from
Singapore, it would be possible to arrest him if he
goes to another country that has an extradition treaty
with Italy.
WILSON RAJ PERUMAL
After serving a year of his two-year jail sentence in
Finland, Wilson Raj, 46, is now a guest of Hungary.
Under European laws, his presence can be requested
by other European countries who need his help in their
investigations.

Since March, Wilson Raj has been held under house
arrest in Hungary.
He is under witness protection following threats to
his life, anti-corruption investigators told TNP.
While his movements are monitored, he has been
given some freedom to communicate with friends and
journalists. It remains to be seen if Wilson Raj’s
assistance is required in Italy.
Added Mr Salvini: “Roberto Di Martino (Cremona
prosecutor) will not take any request for Perumal in Italy
at the moment. Perhaps in the trial next year.”
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FIXING: Wilson Raj (left) and an unidentified man at the Kuala Lumpur stadium on Aug 23, 2007, when Zimbabwe played
against Indonesia. Zimbabwe won 2-1. Wilson Raj is serving a two-year jail term in Finland for match-fixing.

‘Meddle again and
you’ll be killed’
Convicted match-fixer
Wilson Raj reported to
have issued death
threat to South African
refereeing official
REPORT: ZAIHAN MOHAMED YUSOF and DILENJIT
SINGH
tnp@sph.com.sg

H

E FOILED a fix.
And what the South African refereeing official
got in return was a phone call threatening his

life.
With the fallout from a Fifa report into the rigging of
South Africa’s matches just before the 2010 World Cup
growing, The New Paper has learnt details of what
transpired ahead the first World Cup in Africa.
The dossier by Fifa resulted in the suspension of
several South African Football Association (Safa) bigwigs and prompted a national criminal investigation.
Not surprisingly, Singaporean Wilson Raj Perumal
and his cabal of match-fixers have again been named in
the Fifa report.
A source familiar with the investigation told TNP the

report includes details of how the convicted match-fixer made a death threat to a senior South African Football Association (Safa) refereeing official after the country’s 1-0 win against Denmark.
The original referee had pulled out, citing illness, for
the friendly on June 5, 2010.
When the Safa official arrived at the Lucas “Masterpieces” Moripe Stadium, he found referee Ibrahim
Chaibou ready to officiate the match.
Sensing something amiss, he replaced Mr Chaibou
with a local referee before kick-off.
Later that day, he received a call supposedly from
Wilson Raj who intimated that his life would be in
danger if he interfered with the Singaporean’s plans
again.
Mr Chaibou has since gained infamy as the referee
who officiated the dubious Bahrain v Togo friendly
organised by Wilson Raj in September 2010.
The referee from Niger disallowed five goals during
the match and the Togo “national team” was later
discovered to be a fake.
In his letters to TNP, Wilson Raj, 46, admitted that
Mr Chaibou had been paid to keep the score low.
In May last year, Fifa’s former head of security, Mr
Chris Eaton, told TNP that “referee exchange programmes” were part of the modus operandi of Wilson
Raj and other Singapore match-fixing syndicates.
Another ploy involved last-minute refereeing appointments.
Scare tactics had also been used previously.

Last December, TNP reported that in 2009, Wilson
Raj took a fake team posing to be the Zimbabwe national side to Kuala Lumpur for a friendly.
Enraged that the players were refusing to participate
in a fixed match, he allegedly said: “If you don’t do as I
say, some of you will not be going home.”
While he spoke, a man next to him patted a concealed gun.
Fifa’s report on the corrupting of South Africa’s
pre-World Cup friendlies might point to Wilson Raj, but
he is refuting the allegations.
TNP understands that he told anti-corruption officers that he was not in South Africa at the time, highlighting that his passport had been impounded by Singapore Police.
At the time, he was trying to appeal against his
five-year corrective training sentence for injuring an
auxiliary police officer in 2009.
So, was Wilson Raj, who is now helping Hungarian
authorities with their match-fixing investigations after a
year in a Finnish jail, involved in the fix?
Mr Steve Goddard, Safa’s ex-acting head of referees,
who told TNP last December that Wilson Raj and his
alleged associate, Mr Gaye Alassane, were active
around the 2010 World Cup, admitted on Friday that he
didn’t see him “face-to-face”.

Football Four U
He said his first contact with Football Four U, a
company linked to Wilson Raj, was with a man who
identified himself as “Mohammad”.
“I was suspicious from the word go. Very early on in
the series (of friendlies) I got confirmation of who they
(Football Four U) were and what they did,” he said.
He declined to elaborate, citing ongoing criminal
investigations.
TNP understands that other alleged associates or
former associates of Wilson Raj were involved in the
scandal.
However, no one has yet said Wilson Raj was seen in
South Africa.
But it wouldn’t be the first time he has managed to
leave the country without his passport.
The Malay Mail, a Malaysian newspaper, reported
that Wilson Raj had a fake Ghanaian passport.
And when he was arrested in Finland in February
last year, he was carrying a Singaporean passport bearing the name Rajamorgan Chelliah.
In addition, a document from the Finnish investigation showed that Wilson Raj arrived in South Africa on
May 31, 2010, and departed on June 30 – the period
during which some of the compromised friendlies took
place.
Wilson Raj’s signatures are also present on docu-

“It will be in his
interest, and that of
global football, for
him to come clean.
Wilson can help to
bring match fixing to
its knees. He has a
chance to reform
himself.”
– Fifa’s former head of security, Mr Chris
Eaton (above)
ments pertaining to refereeing agreements between
Safa and Football Four U.
However, TNP has learnt that those signatures documents differ with those from his correspondence with
this newspaper.
Asked about this, a sports corruption officer who
gave his name only as John, said “the signatures are
different from the Finland contracts too.”
Other inconsistencies remain.
The address given in some correspondences to Safa
was given as Football Four U based at Rowell Road,
while in others it was given as Football 4 U at Lower
Delta Road.
Coincidentally, the company based at Rowell Road,
which was owned by Wilson Raj, was closed down on
the day “Mohammad” made contact with Safa in Johannesburg on April 29, 2010.
The company based at Lower Delta Road was
owned by Mr Alassane, who has repeatedly denied
links with Wilson Raj or match-fixing.
The Mali-born former S-League player admitted
that he was in South Africa at the time of the pre-World
Cup friendlies, but claimed he was there on a
“one-week holiday”.
Mr Eaton, who is now director for sport integrity at
The International Centre for Sport Security, believes the
answers lie with Wilson Raj.
He told TNP: “It will be in his interest, and that of
global football, for him to come clean.
“Wilson can help to bring match fixing to its knees.
He has a chance to reform himself.”

PICTURE ILLUSTRATION: ST FILE

Coach cleared of buying
alcohol for underage trainees
REPORT: ELIZABETH LAW
lawsm@sph.com.sg

OTHER
ALLEGED
FIXERS
ASIDE from Wilson Raj, others have
been named in the South African
scandal, says a source in South
Africa.
“Mohammad” was revealed to be
Malaysian Jayson Lourdes, a close
associate of Wilson Raj.
He had made the initial approach
by handing Safa officials a letter of
agreement from Football Four U.
Mr Anthony Santia Raj, Wilson
Raj’s former associate-turned-rival,
was allegedly present in South
Africa, say sources.
The Singaporean had allegedly
chosen a referee for one of the
pre-World Cup friendlies in South
Africa. He could not be contacted for
comment.
Mr Gaye Alassane was also
named in the report. But his role is
unclear.
He was reportedly seen by a
Malawi player agent, Mr Felix Sapao,
meeting football team officials in
South Africa.

A BOWLING coach can coach again after
being cleared of buying alcoholic drinks
for underage trainees during a
Halloween outing in October.
The Singapore Bowling Federation
(SBF) has reinstated the coaching licence
of the former national bowler last week
after an inquiry which also involved
Singapore Sports Council (SSC) officials.
Asking not to be named, the coach,
who is in his 30s, told The New Paper that
he is happy that the truth is out.
“I’m just happy to come back to doing
what I love, which is coaching, and that
these false accusations thrown at me
have been proven to be baseless,” he
said.

Halloween past
He declined further comment
because he wished to “put the past
behind” him.
A complaint was lodged against the
coach after he took some young female
trainees for a Halloween outing at the
Universal Studios Singapore theme park
in Sentosa.
It was alleged that he bought alcoholic
drinks for nine girls, some of whom were
as young as 15.
A joint committee consisting of SBF
and SSC officials cleared the coach after

two rounds of inquiries in which all
parties involved in the incident were
interviewed twice.
An SBF official told The New Paper: “It
was really a misunderstanding, but since
allegations were made, we had to look
into it.
“The coach was just trying to take his
students on an outing. He paid the
money out of his own pocket and there
were even chaperons involved.”

Private academy
TNP understands that these were
students from the coach’s private
bowling academy and that the initial
accusations had not been from the
students’ parents, as reported in earlier
media reports.
The official said: “He was trying to do
something nice, but it was unfortunate
he got caught up in it. The incident has
really affected him and now that it’s over,
all of us would like to put it behind.”
Touted as an up-and-coming youth
kegler in the late 1990s, the coach has
since gone back to training students both
at schools as well as his academy.
He has an SBF Level III coaching
certification, which means that he is
recommended by the federation as head
coach for schools and clubs, and can
assist in conducting the National
Development Programme.
He is married and recently became a
father for the first time.

