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Work is usually from
7pm to 7am. Many
people do it this way

BRIEFS

US$15b worth of contracts
signed with Russia
Vice-Premier Li Keqiang
announced the signing of contracts
between China and Russia worth
US$15 billion. At a trade and
investment forum in Moscow,
attended by hundreds of Chinese
businessmen, Li said he and one of
Prime Minister Vladimir Putin’s top
deputies witnessed the signing of
contracts for transport, energy,
communications, high technology
and investment projects. Among the
specific projects named, he said
Russia and China were considering
the joint design of a wide-body longrange passenger plane. First Deputy
Prime Minister Igor Shuvalov told
the forum that Russia was working
to improve its investment climate.
AP

PAN JUAN, THE WIFE OF A LOCAL MINER, ON HOW
ILLEGAL RARE EARTH MINES OPERATE > PAGE 9
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CHEN RAN FOR 20 HOURS TO FREEDOM
Supporters helped blind activist friend succeed
in his ‘impossible mission’ to find a safe haven
in Beijing, but now face police reprisals

Visit to Auschwitz leaves
deep impression on Wen

......................................................

Prime Minister Wen Jiabao
said a visit to the Auschwitz death
camp where Nazis gassed to death
1.5 million people had left an
indelible impression, and reinforced
the importance of learning the
lessons of history. “This is an
unforgettable, dark page in the
history of humankind and cannot be
forgotten,” Wen said after touring
the former death camp in southern
Poland that is now a museum
containing gas chambers and
crematoria, as well as personal items
like shoes and even hair of those
who perished there. “Only those
who remember history can build a
good future,” Wen said. Reuters

Blind legal activist Chen Guangcheng
,who made a dramatic
escape from house arrest last week,
endured a dangerous 20-hour ordeal before reaching supporters
who spirited him away to Beijing, fellow activist Hu Jia
said.
Hu met Chen at a secret location
in Beijing last week. He told the Sunday Morning Post yesterday that on
the night of April 21, Chen sneaked
out of his village home in Linyi
,
Shandong
province, where he
had been under round-the-clock
detention with his family for the past
19 months, and spent hours fumbling his way out of the heavily
guarded village.
He climbed over a wall, crossed
ditches and a river in the dark before

Verna Yu
verna.yu@scmp.com

Plain-clothes security forces monitor the entrance to Dongshigu village, where Chen Guangcheng was kept under
house arrest with his family before his escape. A more obvious police presence keeps an eye on the roads. Photo: AFP

Bomb threat delays
Shanghai-Chengdu flight
A bomb threat delayed an Air China
flight from Shanghai to Chengdu on
Friday, airport authorities said.
Shanghai Pudong International
Airport received an anonymous
phone call at 6.36pm on Friday
saying that a bomb was onboard
flight 406, according to police. The
police evacuated passengers and
inspected the plane, but no bomb
was found. The flight, scheduled to
take off at 6.30pm, took off at
11.23pm. Xinhua

More channels promised
for capital outflows
China will widen channels for
capital outflows and work towards
making the yuan convertible on the
capital account, according to a
summary of a central bank report
posted on the website of its
Shanghai branch. The nation would
also increase the yuan’s role in
cross-border trade and investment,
according to a brief summary of the
People’s Bank of China’s annual
report on international financial
markets. The report forecast that the
global economy would recover
slowly this year. Bloomberg

China Eastern in US$6b
deal for Boeing aircraft
China Eastern Airlines will buy 20
Boeing 777-300 extended-range
aircraft, Boeing said, announcing a
deal worth nearly US$6 billion at list
prices. “This additional
commitment from one of the largest
airlines in the world is a testament to
the benefits the 777-300ER brings to
the airline and its passengers,” said
Ihssane Mounir, Boeing vicepresident of sales for China and
South Korea. AFP

He was physically
weak, but in good
spirits. He gave me
a firm handshake
and I could feel his
determination
ACTIVIST HU JIA

Activist once lauded by state media
......................................................
Priscilla Jiao
priscilla.jiao@scmp.com
Chen Guangcheng
had been
under house arrest since September
2010 at the time of his escape from
Dongshigu village in Shandong
province.
The 40-year-old self-taught legal
activist had earlier completed a prison sentence of more than four years
imposed for exposing local authorities’ use of forced abortions and
sterilisation to meet targets under
the one-child policy.
Although he earned much acclaim online, many of his supporters
had never met him, but only heard of
his experiences. Rights lawyers such
as Pu Zhiqiang
and Liu Xiaoyuan
, despite their empathy
with Chen’s plight, said they had had
no close contact with him.
Chen’s fame arose from the help
he gave people to sue officials for various injustices, in particular the corrupt local-government officials in
charge of the one-child policy.
Chen lost his sight at age five during a serious fever. After studying law
at a school for the blind in his youth,
he equipped himself with legal

knowledge and, despite having no
formal legal qualifications, offered
free legal advice to villagers and the
disabled in land disputes. He also
campaigned for improved treatment
of the disabled.
Initially hailed by state media,
Chen soon irritated the government
when he took on the cases of thousands of women who had been forcibly sterilised in the city of Linyi
. He was arrested in 2005 and
placed under house arrest, then taken away and charged with deliberate
destruction of property and assembling a crowd to disturb traffic.
He was jailed for four years and

The [Chen] case
has become
exaggerated
to become a mirror
of China’s human
rights
GLOBAL TIMES, OCTOBER

three months in August 2006 by
Yinan county people’s court. The
following year, Chen was awarded
the Ramon Magsaysay Award for his
“irrepressible passion for justice in
leading ordinary Chinese citizens to
assert their legitimate rights under
the law”.
Following his release in 2010,
Chen and his family continued to
suffer detention and beatings, cut off
from the world, their home surrounded by guards and surveillance
cameras. Nevertheless, he was able
to get around the tight security, and
succeeded in slipping out a video last
year showing the situation he and his
family faced: no one bar his mother
was allowed to fetch food for the
family. His young daughter was
briefly prevented from attending
school.
Supporters, including activists,
academics and foreign journalists
who attempted to visit his home
were manhandled, often beaten, and
ejected from the village. International criticism intensified after Hollywood actor Christian Bale was
stopped by men who punched and
pushed him away near the entrance
to the village in December.
In October, the Global Times, one
of China’s most widely read papers,
chided authorities over the handling
of Chen’s secretive detention.
“Now the case of Chen Guangcheng has become exaggerated to
become a mirror of China’s human
rights, and it seems that we need
more experienced authorities to
lance this boil,” said the tabloid, published by the party mouthpiece, People’s Daily.
Additional reporting by Reuters

CHEN’S HISTORY
November 12, 1971: Born in
Dongshigu village.
1976: Loses sight when five years old
due to a serious fever.
1994-1998: Attends Qingdao High
School for the Blind.
1998-2001: Studies at Nanjing
University of Chinese Medicine in
Jiangsu
province. Graduates
and returns home to work as a
masseur in Yinan county hospital
2005: Exposes illegal forced
abortion measures taken by local
authorities enforcing the one-child
policy.
April 2006: Time magazine names
Chen one of the world’s 100 most
influential people for his courage in
exposing the abuses.
August 2006: Jailed after accusing
officials in Shandong
province
of forcing at least 7,000 women to
be sterilised or undergo late-term
abortions.
2007: Wins Ramon Magsaysay
Award, known as “Asia’s Nobel
prize”, while in detention. The
award was given for “his
irrepressible passion for justice in
leading ordinary Chinese citizens to
assert their legitimate rights under
the law”.
September 2010: Released and put
under house arrest in Dongshigu
village.
April 2012: Escapes from house
arrest and makes it to Beijing.

escaping from Dongshigu, Hu
quoted Chen as saying. The activist,
who lost his eyesight as a child, fell
over “at least 200 times” but forced
himself to get up and continue his
journey.
“After his escape, he got in touch
with his supporters and they went to
pick him up. It took 20 hours for him
to get out of that dangerous environment,” Hu said. “He was physically
weak, but in good spirits. He gave me
a firm handshake and I could feel his
determination.”
The whole journey from Chen’s
home in Shandong to Beijing took
him three days, Hu said.
Chen had long planned to escape
his captors and had made several
unsuccessful attempts, Hu also told
Cable Television.
Hu said Chen once dug a twometre-deep tunnel, which he covered with dried leaves, but the escape was foiled.
Hu said he was certain that Chen
had taken refuge at the US embassy,
which he believed Chen entered on
Thursday afternoon.
The US embassy refused to comment yesterday.
Shortly after the telephone interview, Hu was summoned by police,
said his wife, Zeng Jinyan
,
who was also summoned but later
released.
Two supporters who helped
Chen flee, Guo Yushan
and
He Peirong
, were also believed to be in police custody yesterday, fellow activists said.
He, a supporter from Nanjing
, said earlier that she picked
Chen up and drove him to a “safe
place”.
Guo told a reporter on Friday that
he was under police surveillance
and was likely to be detained.
Both their mobile phones remained switched off yesterday.
On Friday, Guo said it was “a miracle” that Chen managed to escape.
“It was an impossible mission but he
succeeded ... He said he would stay
in China and continue to speak out
and seek justice.”
In a video posted online yesterday, Chen said he and his wife had
been severely beaten in their home
last year by local officials, who denied them medical treatment.
He said hundreds of guards had
at times been hired to stand outside
his home and around the local
neighbourhood.
Hu said the video was made after
Chen reached Beijing, but before he
went to the US embassy.
The position of Chen’s family remained unknown, activists said. In
his video, Chen appealed to Premier
Wen Jiabao
to protect them;
saying local officials were likely to
take “violent revenge” following his
escape.
Hated by local officials for exposing abuses of population control
policies, the outspoken activist was
jailed for more than four years on
what his supporters say were
trumped-up charges of “organising
a crowd to disrupt traffic” and “damaging public property”.
Chen, a self-taught legal advocate who revealed forced abortions
and sterilisations in Shandong, had
been confined to his village home
along with his wife, Yuan Weijing
and their young daughter,
and kept incommunicado, since
September 2010, when he was released from jail.
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Case that
will test
commitment
on rights
......................................................
Verna Yu
verna.yu@scmp.com
Beijing’s handling of blind legal activist Chen Guangcheng’s
purported escape to the United States
embassy in Beijing will test its commitment to improving human rights
and adherence to the rule of law, activists and lawyers say.
Yang Jianli, a US-based mainland
dissident, said Chen’s ordeal was a
typical case of human rights abuse
and violation of the law.
After Chen escaped from his
house arrest, he appealed to Premier
Wen Jiabao
in an online video to punish officials responsible for
assaults on him and his wife. Chen
also asked for his family to be protected from abuse by officials angered by
his escape.
“Now this case is put in front of
Wen Jiabao and he is put on the spot,”
Yang said. “It is a very decisive and
critical moment, a watershed event.”
Wen has often spoken publicly on
the urgency of enacting political reforms and the importance of universal values such as democracy and the
rule of law.
Yang said if Beijing chose to resolve Chen’s case in a humane way, it
would indicate its willingness to improve on the human rights situation
on the mainland. If not, the opposite
would be true, he said.
Pu Zhiqiang
, a prominent
rights lawyer, said the local government in Linyi
, Shandong
, was “sabotaging the rule of law” by
confining Chen and his family to
house arrest.
“This mode of ‘stability maintenance’ has come to a dead end and
should be abandoned,” Pu said.
“[Chen’s escape] doesn’t look bad for
China … if it’s resolved then it’s not a
big deal.”
Renee Xia, international director
at advocacy group Chinese Human
Rights Defenders, said Chen’s escape
would likely push the central government to look into his plight. “It is
likely that Chen’s escape will trigger a
top-down investigation, particularly
if this becomes a diplomatic incident.
“The fact that Chen Guangcheng,
who is blind, managed to evade their
internationally infamous incarceration tactics has not only caused the
incompetent local authorities to
completely lose face, but it has also
jeopardised the ‘stability maintenance funding’ allocated for their
thuggish acts,” Xia said.
Additional reporting by Priscilla Jiao

DEFENCE

White House considers selling new ﬁghters to Taiwan
......................................................
Associated Press in Taipei
The administration of US President
Barack Obama is raising the possibility of selling new jet fighters to Taiwan to help redress the island’s airpower deficit with the mainland.
If the move goes through, it
would infuriate Beijing, which
claims the island as its territory and
regards all foreign military sales
there as interference in its affairs.
The mainland has 2,300 operational combat aircraft, against only
490 for Taiwan.
In September, the US turned
down a Taiwanese request for 66 relatively advanced F-16 jet fighters,
while agreeing to help Taiwan upgrade its existing F-16 fleet. Critics
accused the White House of yielding
to pressure from Beijing.
The mainland and Taiwan split
amid civil war in 1949. Despite a
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The ratio of Taiwan’s combat
aircraft fleet of 490 planes to
that of the People’s Liberation
Army, with 2,300

The F-16 fighter, 66 of which Taiwan
requested last year. Photo: Reuters
marked improvement in relations
over the past four years, Beijing still
threatens to attack across the 160kilometre-wide Taiwan Strait if the
island moves to make its de facto independence permanent.
The possible change in US policy
was indicated in a letter on Friday
from White House director of legis-

lative affairs Rob Nabors to Republican Senator John Cornyn.
The letter said that a newly appointed assistant secretary of defence for Asia and Pacific affairs
would consider the matter of selling
new US warplanes to Taiwan.
“The assistant secretary … will
play a lead role as the administration
decides on a near-term course of ac-

tion on how to address Taiwan’s
fighter gap, including through the
sale to Taiwan of an undetermined
number of US-made fighter aircraft,” Nabors wrote.
Cornyn had been holding up
confirmation of the assistant secretary, Mark Lippert, but removed the
hold after receiving Nabors’ letter.
Taiwan’s Defence Ministry welcomed Nabors’ letter.
“We welcome and express our
gratitude for any acts that may help
elevate and strengthen our defence
capabilities,” the ministry said in a
statement.
Any sale of new US combat aircraft to Taiwan would infuriate Beijing, which sees the Taiwan arms
issue as the biggest irritant in relations with Washington.
It criticises any Taiwan arms sales
in very harsh terms, and routinely
suspends military exchanges with
the US to protest against them.
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‘HEROINE’ IN CHEN ESCAPE SPEAKS

‘Unﬁnished’
estate gets
official seal
of approval

He Peirong, known as ‘Pearl’, never thought of
herself as a rights campaigner but was moved to
help blind activist through a sense of injustice
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CHEN GUANGCHENG

......................................................
Verna Yu
verna.yu@scmp.com
He Peirong
, who helped
blind legal activist Chen Guangcheng
escape from house arrest last
month, has found her sudden fame
hard to cope with.
These days, journalists ring her
phone non-stop, and she is overwhelmed by the attention from international media, which have portrayed her as a fearless heroine.
Having risen to fame from anonymity, the blogger – known online
as Pearl – who rescued Chen from his
captors in Linyi
, Shandong
province, has never thought of
herself as a rights campaigner.
“I was just an accidental activist,”
she told The South China Morning
Post by phone yesterday.
Chen, a self-taught legal advocate
who exposed forced abortions and
sterilisations in Shandong
, fled
from house arrest on the night of
April 21, sneaking out of his village,
where he had been under detention
with his family for the past 19 months.
He spent nearly 20 hours fumbling his way out of the heavily guarded Dongshigu village, breaking a foot
scaling a wall and crossing ditches
and a river in the dark. The activist,
who lost his eyesight as a child, went
without food and water the whole
time and fell “at least 200 times”, he
later told friends.
It wasn’t until after he got out of
the village that he got in touch with
Pearl. She said Chen was helped to
safety, and hidden, by many people –
most of them Good Samaritans who
had never met him before. Strangers,
for instance, helped him to make the
phone call to her, she said.
Pearl, who happened to be in Beijing at the time, did not hesitate and
drove six hours to pick him up. It took
another few hours to find him. “He
was already out of Linyi, in a relatively
safe place. Someone was hiding
him,” Pearl said. “He was helped by
many people – many were afraid, but
no one reported him.
“When we met, he squeezed my
hands and said ‘Is that you, Pearl?’”
That was their first meeting.

Pearl drove Chen from Shandong
to Beijing, a journey of over 400 kilometres. Along the way there were
minor hiccups, including a burst tyre,
which forced them to stop for help.
In Beijing, Pearl saw him into the
hands of his associates there, then
went home to Nanjing
Jiangsu
province
. Chen was taken to
the US embassy to seek shelter a few
days later. The next day, Pearl was detained by police. She was held for seven days and released on Friday.
She said she was repeatedly asked
by state security officers during her
detention whether she had helped
plot Chen’s escape, but denied any
involvement in it..
Pearl refused to say whether she
was the only person who drove Chen,
but said at least six were involved in
the rescue. She refused to give more
details or name the others. Beijingbased activist Guo Yushan
is
known to have been involved.
After Chen had stayed at the US
embassy for six days, China and the
United States hastily reached an
agreement to provide assurances
that Chen and his family would be
able live in safety on the mainland.
But within just a few hours of leaving

I was very moved,
and I decided I
couldn’t let
someone like him
suffer.
HE PEIRONG

Activists in Taiwan display placards
with Pearl’s picture. Photo: AFP

the embassy, he had a change of
heart. He said he feared for his safety
and wanted to leave for the US. Chen
is now recovering in a Beijing hospital and awaiting documents to allow
him to go to the US to study law.
Chen, who was jailed in 2006 for
more than four years and, upon his
release, immediately imprisoned in
his own house, only came to know
about Pearl after one of her many attempts to visit him last year. Like others who tried to visit him, she was
roughed up, beaten by thugs and detained by police. She said she was
bound with a rope, bundled into a
car, driven miles and thrown into
country fields more than once.
In one of her visits in January last
year, she drove to Chen’s village and
thugs who were in charge of guarding
him smashed her car’s windscreen.
Chen learned about the incident the
day after from his relatives, and it
made an impression on him.
Asked why she, a 40-year-old former English teacher, was compelled
to risk her safety to help Chen, Pearl
said she could not stand to see an innocent man like him suffer.
She said she was particularly
moved when she saw him appealing
for help in a video that was smuggled
out of his house and posted on the
internet in February last year.
“I was very moved, and I decided I
couldn’t let someone like him suffer,”
she said. She had tried, she added, to
visit Chen six times since January
2011, and that the kidnappings and
beatings had put strain on her physical and mental health.
“I know that place [Dongshigu village] is very dangerous,” she said.
“The more dangerous it was, the
more I realised how horrendous it
was for him.” But she stressed she is
not a dissident and refrained from
criticising the government.
Now, she said, she needed to rest
and think about her future. She said
she was interested in working for an
NGO or doing voluntary work.
“I hope, in time, people will forget
about me,” she said. “When people
forget about me, then I can start doing what I want to do.”
She said she hopes more people
will take risks to help others in society. “The quality of society depends
on the quality of the people in it – I
hope everyone can speak out, then
the world will be a better place.”
> CHEN GUANGCHENG LATEST A5

TRANSPORT

Four more rail lines may
be on the cards: bureau
Second stage of transport projects for post-2020
development will improve domestic congestion
......................................................
Anita Lam
anita.lam@scmp.com
Four more four railway projects – including a Siu Sai Wan extension and a
spur line parallel to the Island Line –
could be proposed after the government decides this year on the rail
projects for the next stage of
post-2020 development.
The Transport and Housing Bureau says it did not mention these
extensions when it singled out three
links last month for the next round, as
the need for them is largely reliant on
which of the proposals the public
endorses.
However, transport analysts say
the public was deprived of the full
picture when the proposed rail links
were not mentioned previously.

Shenzhen

They rejected claims that the rail lines
are inter-dependent.
The bureau last month released a
study commissioned by engineering
firm Aecom a year ago on railway development after 2020.
It singled out for public discussion
two domestic lines – the Northern
Link from Kam Tin to Lok Ma Chau,
and the Tsuen Wan-Tuen Mun Link –
and a multi-billion-dollar cross-border railway connecting Hong Kong
and Shenzhen airports.
Responding to queries from the
South China Morning Post, the bureau said that was only the first stage
which “focuses on major regional
railway corridors”.
In the second stage, it would study
localised improvements and congestion relief.
In the second stage, for instance,
5km
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commuters could travel directly from
Siu Sai Wan to either Chai Wan or
Heng Fa Chuan, while in East Kowloon, commuters could travel
directly to Central and Admiralty
without having to change at North
Point.
“As the major regional corridors
will affect the traffic distribution of
the whole network and may potentially shift bottlenecks, it is logical to
divide the study into two stages,” a
bureau spokeswoman said.
But a MTR executive, who declined to be identified, says it is hard
to see how, for instance, the airport
link – which has a spur line connecting Tuen Mun to the Tung Chung
Line – could have an impact on
whether the North Island Line should
be built.
“That spur line mainly serves
movements between New Territories west and north Lantau, while the
North Island Line serves to ease the
mounting burden of North Point as
an interchange station and handles
movements between East Kowloon
and Island west,” the executive said.
The two proposed domestic lines
would also have little effects on the
extensions, the executive says.
It is also disappointing that no
railway projects was proposed to
facilitate the east-west movements,
the executive says, noting the MTR’s
suggestion from a long time ago to
connect Sha Tin or Tai Wai with Lai
King and Tsuen Wan – a route now
dominated by minibuses.
Hung Wing-tat, a veteran transport analyst, says it is a waste of public funds to split the study of the railway blueprint into two phases.
“The government paid for the
study and we expect the consultant to
give us a thorough report on all possible lines, and not just part of it,”
Hung said.
“I don’t think these lines are so inter-dependent on one another. I
wonder if they wanted to rush to announce the results before the new administration takes over.”
Of the three proposed railway
lines, officials believe the airport link
might be the most profitable following the addition of two spur lines,
which would attract travellers between Qian Hai and Hung Sui Kui –
two newly developed areas in Hong
Kong and the mainland.

water tank and electricity-meter box,
and the direction of the septic tank.
Yu Wah-sang, a director of Richery
Honour Development, which is involved in The Parkland development, said the estate had complied
with all the legal processes. Although
the developer will relinquish its
claim to the aforementioned directaccess route, the estate’s homeowners could use an access route on government land that is to its north.
“The track has existed for a number of years and we’ve just smoothed
it a bit,” Yu said, adding that he had
secured approval from the Town
Planning Board in March to build a
power sub-station on farm land.
The application was approved

The chaotic village
… is a waste of land
resources, posing
risks to the
environment
NG CHO-NAM, URBAN PLANNING PROFESSOR

A view from outside Chaoyang Hospital, where blind rights activist Chen Guangcheng is recuperating. Photo: Reuters

with conditions, including the
submission and implementation of
fire-service installations, a drainage
proposal, and a landscape proposal
that meets the requirements of various government departments.
Democratic lawmaker Lee Wingtat, who is expected to file a motion
to review the small house policy next
month, said the threshold for obtaining a certificate of compliance
should be raised to ensure the
houses are habitable.
Ng Cho-nam, an urban planning
professor and a former Town Planning Board member, has called for
planning controls on village housing
areas.
“The chaotic village development
is a waste of land resources, posing
risks to the environment and undermining the quality of life.”
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Bidders
run shy of
hospital
tender

HUMAN RIGHTS

Obama looks to
future of Nato’s
Afghan mission
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US president will try to persuade partners to help
with the cost of supporting country after 2014
......................................................
Bloomberg in Chicago
US President Barack Obama faces
the task of persuading financiallypressed European governments and
their war-weary citizens to back Afghanistan’s security over the next
decade. Obama is seeking to prevent
a rush to the exits in Afghanistan by
US allies ahead of 2014, when Afghan
forces are to take over full security.
Beyond that, the US wants allies,
many enduring budget cuts, to help
cover the US$4.1 billion a year needed to finance Afghan security forces
after 2014.
As the 28 Nato members and partner nations gather for their Chicago
summit that ends today, the effort to
reach a consensus on the way ahead
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What the US had spent on its
operations in Afghanistan as of
last year, according to the US
Congressional Research
Service

in Afghanistan will test Obama’s diplomatic skills, and also the political
cohesion and staying power of the
63-year-old group.
Obama is also scheduled to meet
in Chicago Afghan President Hamid
Karzai, who is sometimes harshly
critical of his Nato allies.
The summit takes place as Europeans and the US cut defence spending and as Nato avoids being drawn
into the crisis in Syria, which borders
alliance member Turkey.
Last year’s military actions in
Libya exposed the Europeans’ reliance on US military equipment like
Tomahawk cruise missiles and airborne reconnaissance and refuelling.
The Nato leaders in Chicago are

expected to agree on a “smart defence” initiative, which calls for sharing technologies and weapons systems. The goal is to pool resources to
acquire capabilities that may be too
costly for a single country.
Because of austerity-driven cuts
in Europe and the US, Nato might be
constrained in its ability to carry out
some missions, said Stephen Larrabee of the Rand Corporation think
tank. Such constraints “will intensify
the debate” on what security Nato
would provide beyond Europe,
where most future threats would
come from, Larrabee said.
Many alliance members “are not
very comfortable” with operations
such as Afghanistan “in which they
do not see a strong national interest
and which are expensive, and which
involve, in many cases, casualties.”
France’s new president, Francois
Hollande, said on Friday that he was
sticking to his campaign pledge to
pull French combat troops from Afghanistan by the end of this year.
He said a “few remaining troops”
would work on training and equipping Afghan forces.
Hollande’s position may frustrate
US efforts to keep European combat
forces in place through 2014, and to
get Nato partners to help underwrite
an estimated US$4.1 billion a year in
assistance to Afghan security forces
over the following decade.
Financing the Afghan force has
taken on greater urgency as Western
allies start departing after more than
a decade of warfare, the longest combat operation in Nato’s history.
Afghan soldiers and police officers totalled 337,000 in mid-March
and are set to reach 352,000 this year.
The coalition has agreed with Afghan
leaders to begin paring the force after
2014 to about 230,000.
Maintaining those numbers
would cost about US$4 billion, with
the US seeking $1.3 billion from allies
and with Afghanistan contributing
about US$500 million annually, Assistant Secretary of State Philip Gordon said this month.
> GROUP OF EIGHT FAVOURS MIX A9

A protester sits in front of police officers on State Street in downtown
Chicago as part of a demonstration against the Nato bloc. Photo: AP

Chen Guangcheng and his family are greeted by supporters on Saturday evening on arrival at a university housing complex in Manhattan. Photo: AFP

CHEN RELISHES ‘FIRST
REST IN SEVEN YEARS’
Blind activist arrives in New York and says he hopes to return to China after
studying law and taking time to recover from year-long detention ordeal
......................................................
Teddy Ng in New York
teddy.ng@scmp.com
Blind activist Chen Guangcheng
appeared happy and upbeat
as he arrived in New York yesterday,
bringing an end to a seven-year saga
of confinement that culminated in
tense diplomatic negotiations after
he fled to the US embassy in Beijing a
month ago.
Leaning on crutches and with a
plaster cast to mend an injury suffered to his right foot during his dramatic escape, Chen smiled and
waved to a cheering crowd of supporters before speaking to reporters
outside a university housing complex
in Manhattan’s Greenwich Village.
“After such turbulence, I have
finally come here from Dongshigu
village in Shandong
,” said
Chen, who has accepted a research
fellowship at New York University’s
School of Law. “I am very glad that
the Chinese government has remained restrained and calm when
handling my case.”
His flight landed on Saturday
evening in Newark, New Jersey, after
13 hours. He was then taken to the
university by US State Department
officials and his law professor friend,
Jerome Cohen. The university has
admitted Chen as a special student.
“For the past seven years, I have
never had a weekend that I could take
rest,” Chen said. “Now I am here, I
can do a bit of recuperation for body
and in spirit.”

TAIWAN

Ma delivers no surprises
with cross-strait policy
As he begins a second term, Taiwanese president
indicates he will maintain his mainland approach
......................................................
Lawrence Chung in Taipei
lawrence.chung@scmp.com
Taiwanese President Ma Ying-jeou
struck a cautious note yesterday in
delivering his cross-strait policy that
promises little change, as he began
his second term amid protests across
the island.
Analysts said the leader’s crossstrait policy for the next four years,
unveiled during his inaugural
speech, was similar to that of his first
term, indicating high-profile political
dialogues, such as the signing of a
peace pact, would be unlikely.
But Ma did respond, in a way, to
mainland hopes that he would
clearly spell out his recognition of the
“one China” principle.
Such recognition was considered
a type of political payback for a spate
of economic sweeteners offered by
Beijing over the past four years to
help the Ma administration improve
the island’s lacklustre economy.
He pointed to the last amendment to the island’s constitution,
from two decades ago, that says: “The
two sides of the Taiwan Strait have
been defined as “one Republic of
China, two areas”, which he said had
remained unchanged since the administrations of his predecessors Lee
Teng-hui and Chen Shui-bian. He
also stressed that, “when we speak of

one China, naturally it is the Republic
of China”.
That reference differs somewhat
from the concept of “one country,
two areas” made by the honorary
chairman of Taiwan’s Kuomintang,
Wu Poh-hsiung, during his meeting
with President Hu Jintao
in
late March. In that meeting, Wu told
Hu that both Taiwan and the mainland were two areas under one country. Beijing, which has been pushing
for the “one China” principle since
the end of the civil war in 1949, reportedly gave tacit approval of Wu’s remarks. But the concept sparked angry protests from the island’s pro-independence camp, which suspected
that Ma was trying to hand over the
island to the mainland.
“Although the pro-independence
camp warned Ma against spelling out
this concept in his inaugural speech,
Ma, in a safe way, still brought this

Protesters throw eggs onto a
portrait of Ma in Taipei. Photo: AP

concept out in his speech,” said
Wang Kung-yi, a professor of international relations and strategic studies
at Tamkang University in Taipei.
While Ma’s words served as a response to mainland hopes for increased mutual trust and deeper relations, there was little the pro-independence camp could do in terms of
accusing Ma of selling out Taiwan,
Wang said.
Ma said at a news conference after
his inauguration ceremony that he
had no plans to negotiate a peace
pact with the mainland, “as there is
no urgency for this at the moment”.
The pro-independence camp has
warned Ma against holding political
talks with Beijing, believing they
would lead to the island’s return to
the mainland.
Ma reiterated that his cross-strait
policy would maintain the status quo
of “no unification, no independence
and no use of force”, and he promoted peaceful cross-strait development
on the basis of the 1992 consensus,
whereby each side acknowledges the
existence of “one China” but maintains its own interpretation of what
that means.
Meanwhile yesterday, thousands
of protesters rallied in various parts of
Taiwan, including an area near the
Presidential Office where Ma was
taking his oath. They threw eggs at a
poster of Ma, denouncing policies
which they said had made their lives
miserable.
> WHO’S NEXT FOR KMT? A6

He took only one question from
reporters, replying “yes” when asked
if he would return to China. In prepared remarks he said: “Equality and
justice have no boundaries.”
The 40-year-old activist said the
Chinese government had promised
to protect his rights as a citizen while
he was out of the country.
“I’m very grateful for the assistance of the American embassy and
also [for] receiving a promise from
the Chinese government for protection of my rights as a citizen over the
long term. I believe that the promise

from the central government is sincere and they are not lying to me.”
His wife Yuan Weijing
was
with him at the beginning of the press
session before leaving to “take care of
the two children”.
Chen, who had been under house
arrest since being released from a
four-year prison term in 2010 for his
opposition to forced sterilisations
and abortions in his home province,
repeatedly expressed his gratitude to
people who supported him.
“The US embassy gave me a lot of
assistance during critical moments,”

he said. “I hope to continue getting
their assistance in the future.”
Officials from Britain, Canada,
France and Sweden also kept in contract with him, he said.
Crowds of onlookers and supporters gathered at Newark Airport
and the university hours before Chen
appeared. At the university, the
crowd applauded Chen and chanted
“human rights” before he spoke.
Former Tiananmen Square student leader Chai Ling, who was at the
airport and the university, described
Chen as a hero, but also said Chen
would still have to be careful about
saying or doing something in the US
that could provoke authorities to
crack down on his family at home.

buildings in Happy Valley. Director of
nursing services Manbo Man Bo-lin
said its feasibility study had shown
that medical equipment might not
survive the shock and vibration from
trains on the future MTR South
Island line.
Dr Alan Lau Kwok-lam, chairman
of the Private Hospitals Association,
has expressed worries that investors
could be scared off because the terms
of the tender were so demanding
they could make it difficult for the
hospitals to be financially viable.
A spokesman for the Food and
Health Bureau declined to comment
while tendering was in progress.
Union Hospital in Sha Tin,
another known contender for the
Wong Chuk Hang site, said yesterday
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This many of Hong Kong’s
56 hospitals are private

it would probably go ahead with its
bid. “Most of the requirements seem
OK to us, and we will go forward by
engaging consultants and architects
for the project,” a spokeswoman said.
She said Union Hospital, which
has operated since 1994, had long
experience providing medical services in Hong Kong. Chan’s abrupt
U-turn triggered speculation he
might be appointed to the Executive
Council again by the incoming
administration.
He is widely regarded as a supporter of chief executive-elect Leung
Chun-ying and said earlier that the
bidding might offer excuses for critics
to stir up a controversy over a potential conflict of interest involving himself or Leung.
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Man on a

mission
Pastor Bob Fu fled China 16 years ago with his wife
under threat of persecution and is now a central player
in helping mainland dissidents make the journey out
......................................................
Teddy Ng
teddy.ng@scmp.com

Bob Fu (right) holds a phone as activist Chen Guangcheng speaks to a US Congress hearing convened by Congressman Christopher Smith (left). Photos: AFP

When Bob Fu set up his ChinaAid Association in 2002, his main mission
was to advance religious freedom on
the mainland. Instead, it’s his constant involvement in the rescue of
Chinese dissidents that has put him
in the international spotlight.

The 44-year-old Fu, a pastor who
fled China for the United States via
Hong Kong in 1996 to escape persecution, has using his connections in
the US and the international community to help dozens of dissidents
and other Chinese citizens subjected
to official threats and harassment to
leave the mainland.
His involvement in the rescue of
Shandong
blind activist Chen
Guangcheng
has showcased
how he has become a key contact for
some US officials, in a controversy
that has put Sino-US ties to the test.
In two US congressional hearings
on Chen, convened by Congressman
Christopher Smith to put pressure on
the Obama administration, Fu
phoned the blind activist in his Beijing hospital room, allowing Chen to
testify directly about concerns about
himself and his family.
“When Chen escaped from house
arrest in Shandong, we immediately
set up a round-the-clock mechanism
for giving him international backup. I
dispatched information on Chen to
government officials, especially US
officials, telling them how he escaped
and what should be done,” Fu said,
adding that US officials he had spoken to included Michael Posner, the
US Assistant Secretary of State for
human rights.
“This is a big mission that people
both inside and outside of China
need to put enormous efforts [into] to
make it succeed.”
Fu declined to give details of the
operation, saying only that more
than a dozen people in China were
involved and that the international
campaign to save Chen intensified in
November, when there were rumours that Chen might be dead.
“I set up an international coalition
around that time, lobbying the support of politicians in the US and other
countries, such as the United Kingdom and the Netherlands,” he said.
“I gave them a profile of Chen, and
told them what they could do.
“If the US refused to take Chen,
some other countries, such as Australia and New Zealand, said they were
willing to do so.”
But even with the international
support, Fu said, getting Chen out of
his house in Linyi
was
extremely difficult because of the
tight surveillance.
He said, generally speaking, it
took only a few weeks to get a dissident out of China if they agreed to
leave and there was another country
willing to take him. Chen’s case was
delicate, however.
“He was kept incommunicado for
a long time and security for him was
basically round-the-clock. Even people who wanted to visit him were
attacked by thugs, and people were
deployed outside his bedroom to
watch him closely,” he said.
“A Taiwan couple briefly met
Chen’s wife, but they were detained
by thugs afterwards and had their
belongings snatched. Even briefly
meeting his wife caused trouble.”
One of the notable dissidents Fu
has helped is doctor Gao Yaojie
, who feared that her life was
at risk after uncovering the spread of
the Aids virus through illegal blood
sales, in Henan
province.
Fu had not met Gao before she
went to the US in 2009, but said he
decided to help her because he was
touched by an e-mail Gao sent to a
group of activists, describing how she
was under threat for offending the
authorities.
He said he liaised with US Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton
to arrange a US visa for Gao, and
asked his aide in Guangzhou to help
get her out of China. Security around
Gao was not tight, Fu said, but his
assistant still “got into trouble” with
the authorities.
Fu also had a hand in the case of
Geng He
, the wife of jailed human rights lawyer Gao Zhisheng
, who fled to the US in 2009 by
getting refugee status in Thailand.
In some cases, leaving China does
not mean dissidents will find sanctuary. In February 2009, Zhang Qing
,the wife of lawyer Guo Feixiong
who supported Gao Zhisheng and was sentenced to five years’
jail in November 2007 for engaging in
illegal publishing, fled to Thailand
with her two children to apply for refugee status with the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, the United
Nations’ refugee agency.
But the agency rejected the appli-

cation. Fu then addressed the family’s request to the Obama administration, but the US government did
not allow the family to be extradited
without UN approval. Desperate, Fu
arranged for the family to use other
people’s US passports, including his
son’s, to leave Thailand for the US,
where they were later granted political asylum.
“I could have been put into a US
jail for that,” Fu said. “I didn’t know
what to do at that time, and I just kept
praying until the matter was resolved
and I was not sent to jail.”
Fu said he knew the risks of a rescue operation because he went
through a similar experience 16 years
ago. Fu was forced to attend special
political study sessions and constantly write self-criticisms after leading a group of students from Liaocheng University in Shandong province, where he studied English literature, to join the Tiananmen protests
in 1989 in Beijing.
During that time, he read a book
given to him by an American Christian teacher about a Chinese intellectual who was addicted to opium in
the early 1990s and changed his life
after embracing Christianity.
Fu and his wife, Heidi Cai, then
began attending an underground
church, even while he was teaching
English at the Communist Party’s
central school. In 1995, the two were
arrested and taken into custody for
two months.
Soon after their release, Fu was
told that they would be jailed again
and feared that his pregnant wife
would be forced to have an abortion
because she did not have a permit to
have a child. The couple then decided to leave China, staying in Hong
Kong for about eight months and
leaving for the US a few days before
the handover.
Unlike most other dissidents
whose influence diminishes after

Ex-US president George W. Bush
(centre) next to Bob Fu (right).

If the US refused to
take Chen, some
other countries …
said they were
willing to
PASTOR BOB FU

leaving China, Fu has stayed relevant
to China with ChinaAid, which he
founded after an official crackdown
against an underground church in
Hubei
province led to five
Christians being sentenced to death.
ChinaAid has offices in the Texan
city of Midland, Washington, and Los
Angeles, and an annual budget of
US$1.5 million. Last month, Fu raised
nearly double his original target of
US$200,000 at the association’s annual gala. Most of the funds will be
used for legal training and sponsoring underground churches on the
mainland, he says.
Part of Fu’s success in the US has
been his fluency in English, which
enabled him to integrate with Americans. That is in contrast with some
exiled dissidents who, once in the US,
refuse to interact with mainstream
society and often become involved in
infighting within the Chinese community. “Some [exiles] go only to Chinese places and take part in Chinese
activities, because of the language
barriers. They do not learn English
even after staying here for a long
time,” he said.
Fu spent his first seven years in the
US in Philadelphia, and moved to
Midland in 2004. Midland has only a
small Chinese community, but the oil
town is also the childhood home of
former US president George W. Bush
and his wife, Laura. The Midlanders
are also known for their association
with Bush in raising concerns about
difficulties faced by Christians
around the world.
“I know my mission is to advance
religious freedom in China. I don’t
want to get into the infighting among
Chinese dissidents and I am not only
working with Chinese here,” he said.
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For Chen, a brand new

struggle
The blind activist has a new life in the United States, with an entirely fresh set of
problems, from avoiding being sucked into partisan politics to staying relevant
......................................................
Verna Yu
verna.yu@scmp.com
The hero’s welcome that awaited
Chen Guangcheng
at New
York University last weekend must
have been one of the most intense
moments in the blind legal activist’s
life. The floral tributes, applause,
cheers and words of admiration were
a world away from the suffocating, de
facto imprisonment he endured in
his rural village in Shandong
province until just over a month ago.
Chen and his wife must have
sighed with relief in the days that followed as their two children played in
a park, enjoying the fun that most
children take for granted.
Yet when all the excitement has
passed and the limelight has gone,
Chen will have to face some sobering
questions.
Knowing little English and unable
to see, will he become isolated and
cut off from mainstream society? Far
from China, where his mission lies,
will he lose his influence as a symbol

of resistance against a repressive
regime?
Unfamiliar with his new environment, is he at risk of being used by
others to advance their own agendas?
Chen has twice spoken at US congressional hearings chaired by Republican Congressman Chris Smith,
with the help of the China Aid Association, which is seen as close to the
right-leaning, evangelical Christian
camp. The Republicans have accused the Obama administration of
going soft on China’s human rights

Chen is aware that
he has to be careful
about the different
demands that are
put on him
NICHOLAS BEQUELIN,
HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH

record and mishandling Chen’s case.
Observers worry that Chen might be
seen as a pawn in US politics and portrayed by some as a symbol of antiChina forces in US politics.
Will he end up like many previously exiled dissidents, who have lost
their sense of purpose in a new environment, sunk into obscurity and inadvertently been drawn into the factionalism that bedevils the dissident
community?
Analysts say life will not be easy for
Chen in the US. Like many dissidents
before him, he will have to struggle to
maintain his focus and what he
stands for, as well as dealing with
everyday challenges such as overcoming the language barrier.
First of all, he and his family need
time to recover from their traumatic
experience. They have been deprived
of their freedom for the past seven
years and were kept incommunicado
for nearly two years.
Chen, who angered local officials
by exposing forced abortions and
sterilisation, was placed under house
arrest from late 2005 and then jailed

for more than four years in 2006 on
spurious charges. He and his family
were immediately put under house
arrest again in Dongshigu village,
Linyi
, upon his release from jail
in September 2010.
On April 20, Chen escaped detention, helped by his brother, fellow villagers and associates from Beijing,
who drove hundreds of kilometres to
pick him up. Days later, he entered
the United States embassy in Beijing,
shortly before annual Sino-US talks
attended by the US Secretary of State,
Hillary Clinton. His six-day stay at the
US embassy triggered a diplomatic
crisis, culminating in an initial deal
that guaranteed his safety on the
mainland. But Chen soon changed
his mind, expressing fears over his
own security, and a new agreement
was struck to allow him to study in
the US.
His departure from Beijing eight
days ago was kept secret until the last
minute.
Joshua Rosenzweig, an independent human rights researcher in
Hong Kong, said: “I can see how this
experience in the past few weeks
could be quite overwhelming and
could leave someone vulnerable.
“Lots of people will want to associate with you and perhaps, not being

Su Xiaokang (above) and Wei Jingsheng (left) were
human rights activist deported from China, unlike
Chen; Aids activist Wan Yanhai (below).

fully aware of their motivation, there
is a risk of being inserted into circumstances not having anything to do
with him.
“It will take him time to understand the politics, to be clear about
what he stands for and what he does
not. It’s a challenge.”
Like other overseas-based dissidents, Chen also risks becoming irrelevant away from the real battlefield,
cut off from the causes that initially
inspired him. Before he was incarcerated, he helped villagers unfairly
treated by the authorities to launch
lawsuits, and fought for the rights of
the disabled and women who were
subjected to forced abortions.
Jean-Philippe Beja, senior researcher at the Hong Kong-based
French Centre on Contemporary
China, said: “He was a martyr, a symbol of overcoming the impossible
and a fighter for basic rights. Once he
is gone, it’s difficult to stay relevant.
After campaigning so hard, he could
be frustrated that he can’t do
anything.”
Chen is neither an ideological
thinker nor a political campaigner. It
would not be easy for him to position
himself or find the right cause to
identify with, Beja said. “Is he going to
be a part of the exiled pro-democracy
movement? It’s difficult to see how he
could fit.”
The overseas Chinese dissident
community has long been plagued
by infighting, disputes and factionalism. Many former icons of the democracy movement soon lost their
influence after they went into exile,
while others have been criticised for
losing their focus and sense of mission. Bitter rows have erupted among
different factions of the overseas prodemocracy camp as they vie for influence and funding.
“The problem with any exiled opposition movement is that you are
cut off from your bases where the action is supposed to be. It is difficult to
exert influence, you’re competing for
support from foundations and you
have the tendency for infighting – it’s
not a Chinese phenomenon,” Beja
said.
But analysts also say Chen’s case
is different in many ways from that of
previous dissidents who have gone
into exile. He is not a dissident who
has been granted asylum abroad and
cannot return to China. The context
in which Chen left China – to study in
the US as opposed to seeking permanent refuge – gives him the flexibility,
as least technically, to return.
On the day he was leaving China,
Chen told the Sunday Morning Post
that a government official had said
his family could return “any time”.
Upon arrival in New York, Chen said
again he planned to return and tactfully acknowledged the Chinese government’s show of “restraint and
calm” in handling his case.
Sceptics doubt whether Chen,
seen by the authorities as a trouble-

He was a martyr,
a symbol of
overcoming the
impossible and
a fighter for basic
rights. Once he is
gone, it’s difficult
to stay relevant
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maker, will ever be allowed to return
home, but Su Xiaokang
, an
intellectual who fled China after the
Tiananmen crackdown in 1989, believes Chen’s diplomatic tone as he
landed in the US indicates that his
ability to return is part of the agreement reached between Beijing and
Washington.
Su, who is now based in the US,
said Chen’s case was a breakthrough
compared to the old model for handling Chinese dissidents adopted by
the US and China, and the agreement
would put pressure on Beijing to
honour its pledge to protect Chen’s
rights. Before he left, Chen said the
central government promised to investigate local authorities’ abuses
against him and his family.
Su, who is unable to return to
China himself, said: “The Communist Party would only make a bit of
change when it is pressured to do so.
This is an unprecedented agreement
between China and the US on a Chinese citizen’s rights and security. It is
a very good thing.”
Analysts also say dissidents nowadays are luckier than their predecessors 20 years ago because, thanks to
the internet, they can still maintain a
degree of influence.
Aids activist Wan Yanhai
,
who fled China two years ago, is now
a visiting scholar in Canada but continues to lead his advocacy group,
Aizhixing, through online communications. Other rights advocates
who live in exile have also managed
to advocate causes to the online community at home, even though the impact is less direct.
Nicholas Bequelin of Human
Rights Watch said: “We shouldn’t
operate from the pre-internet paradigm. [The internet] provides something that does not exist in China,
that is, an echo chamber and a regular linking to the international
community.
“It cannot be an alternative to a
domestic human rights movement
but it is playing an important role. I’m
not sure people now fade away the
way they faded before.”
Analysts also say Chen, who is under the counsel of Professor Jerome
Cohen, a China legal expert, should
be smart enough to avoid manipulation by others. Cohen, who has
known Chen since 2003, advised
Chen when he was in the US embassy
in Beijing and offered him a
fellowship to study law at New York
University.
“Chen is aware that he has to be
careful about the different demands
that are put on him from different
parties,” Bequelin said. “His hope is
that he can go back to China, I think
he is trying not to burn bridges.
“One of his strengths as an icon of
the rights movement is that they’re
looking for accommodation with the
state, they’re not trying to overthrow
the political system, and this is proving a successful strategy so far.”

