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The gorgeous colonial home that is now Issaya Siamese 
Club has been coveted by virtually everyone who drives 
past this busy alley. How did you end up becoming its 
proprietor? 
My partners and I were very lucky and had good timing to 
find this amazing home available. I have always said that 
I wouldn’t do a Thai restaurant in Bangkok unless I had a 
space such as this, so I am fortunate that it has worked out!

“Issaya” is a Thai word that refers to rain. What is the 
story behind the name of your restaurant?  
We took over the property at the end of the rainy season. It 
has an amazing garden space that thrives in the rain. Rain 
brings rebirth – like how we are envisioning the rebirth of 
the space as Issaya Siamese Club. 

Issaya combines the concept of a restaurant, lounge 
and bar in one. What type of food will you turn out 
from the kitchen? 
“Modern Thai” dishes, using traditional ingredients 
and flavours with different cooking techniques and 
presentations. The menu will include my red chilli-glazed 
sea bass as well as jasmine flan, which I originally created 
in my New York City restaurant for my wife. She loves 
jasmine and says the flavour reminds her of Thailand.

When you’re not cooking up a storm for others, what do 
you enjoy eating most?  
I enjoy simple dishes with fresh ingredients. When I am 
home with my family we eat a lot of salads, vegetables and 
fresh foods. I love northern and northeastern Thai dishes.

Ian 
ChalermkIttIChaI

The world-renowned Thai chef  
is heating up Bangkok’s foodie scene 

“I find the Thai creativity 
and ability to adjust and 
evolve while respecting 
the past very inspiring.”

Chef 
kIttIChaI’s
sIgnature 
dIsh

Kanom 
Dok Mali (Jasmine 
Flower Flan)

my 
bangkok 
tIps

1 Drinks at 
The Deck at 
Arun Residence 
during sunset for 
spectacular views 
of Wat Arun 

2 Visit Chatuchak 
Weekend Market 
for shopping 
and also its food 
market, Or Tor Kor 

3 Shop for 
textiles and home 
goods at the Jim 
Thompson outlet 
shop on Sukhumvit 
Soi 93

Apart from running restaurants in New York, 
Barcelona and Mumbai, you have also worked in many 
other countries. Which places inspire you most?  
My home country, Thailand. I find the Thai creativity 
and ability to adjust and evolve while respecting the past 
very inspiring.  And of course, all of the herbs, spices and 
flavours of Thailand are hard to beat!

I also find Spain a very inspiring place. It is a  
beautiful country with beautiful food – it has some of the 
best and freshest seafood I have ever eaten. New York City 
is another favourite. It is such an energetic mix of people, 
cultures and cuisines. And the competitive vibe there 
forced me to push myself creatively, mentally  
and physically.

What are your favourite destinations in Thailand and 
further afield for some R&R?  
I love to go to Krabi and Hua Hin. The ocean and beach 
really relax me. When I’m in the US, I often go to upstate 
New York in the Saratoga Springs area or Southern 
California near Huntington Beach to stay with my 
wife’s family, which I find very relaxing. I also love the 
mountains in Switzerland and Austria. 
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world
/ interview 
Mimi
GrachangnetaraRed Chilli-Glazed 

Sea Bass, a specialty 
dish at the recently 
opened Issaya 
Siamese Club

With its peaceful beaches and lush nature, Krabi is 
a big draw for honeymooners. Add some world-class 

extreme sports and it really sets the pulses racing...
/ words Daniel Allen / photos King 
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Get high: thrill 
seekers will love the 
view from the rocky 
ledges of Krabi
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Venture
Keeping you up to speed 
with the latest news, 
trends and exciting 
events in thailand  
and beyond. 

thai spotlight:  
Krabi  
brought plenty of 
sunscreen plus a head 
for heights? then you’re 
ready for railay beach, 
one of the world’s most 
beautiful rock-climbing 
destinations.  

        CitY oF the MoMent: 
jaipur
Yes it’s noisy, dusty and 
totally frenetic, but not 
many cities stir such 
deep feelings of romance 
as rajasthan’s pink City.

gallerY:  
seCrets & shadows  
blending performance art 
and wild partying, Venice’s 
Carnevale brings life-
affirming joy to the city’s 
ancient streets and canals.

the MaKing  
oF Khon MasKs
behind the scenes with  
a master craftsman  
in bangkok. 

delhi delights
the city’s traditional street 
food is now inspiring 
gourmet chefs. 

welCoMe 
aboard
news, route tables and 
maps from thai airways 
international.
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Jet set
/ words 

Winnie Leung Love’s ALL 
Around
Nothing spells romance quite like a 
private island or a getaway for two

dId You 
KnoW?

The annual journey 
of some 20,000 

migrating grey 
whales begins in 

the lagoons of 
Baja California, 

Mexico and extends 
20,000 kilometres 

to their summer 
feeding grounds in 

the Bering Sea  
off Alaska. 

CheAp 
thrILLs
Who says a 
getaway has to be 
expensive? If you 
are stumped on 
what to get your 
loved one head to 
uniQ gift, which 
specialises in “gift 
experiences”. 
Simply browse 
categories such 
as dining, beauty 
and lifestyle, 
then purchase a 
certificate and 
your partner can 
redeem it at his 
or her chosen 
service provider. 
You can even get a 
gift the two of you 
can share, like an 
intimate dinner or 
a couple’s spa.  
uniqgift.com 

IsLAnd spA
For an award-winning spa 
experience, book a stay at the 
luxurious Kamalaya Koh Samui, 
which won Spa Retreat of the Year 
and Spa Cuisine of the Year at 
the AsiaSpa Awards 2011. With a 
wellness programme for everyone 
(you can even create a programme 
that works best for you) and 
tranquil surroundings, you’ll be 
reconnecting with yourself and each 
other in no time. Residents of Asia: 
there’s a special offer on several 
three-day programmes from 1 March 
to 31 May 2012. Visit kamalaya.com 
for details.

sAY “I do”
…to the Mandarin Oriental Dhara 
Dhevi in Chiang Mai, which 
will arrange a complimentary 
honeymoon night if you hold your 
wedding at the resort. You and your 
guests are sure to feel like royalty 
amidst landscaped gardens and 
Lanna palace-inspired architecture. 
Or check out the Luxury Breaks 
package, valid until 11 March 2012, 
which lets you enjoy daily dining  
or spa credits.  
mandarinoriental.com/chiangmai

WhALe of A tIme
Nature lovers can celebrate a belated Valentine’s Day on Canada’s 
Vancouver Island for the annual Pacific Rim Whale Festival.  
Stay at the award-winning Wickaninnish Inn, which reopens on  
10 February after a refurbishment. It’s perfect timing to indulge in 
the enchanting ocean-front resort – the only property on beautiful 
Chesterman Beach and well-located for whale sightings.
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/ words & photos Chris Bickford

Behind the rich colours and spectacle 
of Venice’s most famous festival, 

explore a world of seductive mysteries 
and shifting reflections, as the daylight 

crowds of Carnevale give way to the 
dark edges of “Carnevale della Notte”

A lone gondolier plies the waters near the 
Rialto Bridge at dusk on Lunedì Grasso, 

the second-to-last day of Carnevale. 
Though the streets of Venice feel as if they 

might sink under the weight of the daytime 
crowds during the week’s festivities, the 

waterways are tightly regulated, and one 
can always find a moment of peace in the 

midst of the maddening crowd.

hadows&SSecrets

Deft hands making 
paratha, a type of 
Indian flatbread

In Old Delhi, take 
a food tour and 
eat like the kings

/ words & photos Stuart Freedman

W o r l d  C u i s i n e

Delhi
elightsDold delhi is not a particularly easy place to navigate. 

A cacophony of noise and a sea of people and 
traffic push in all directions. Above you, a thousand 
electricity cables string along the streets: a map in 
the sky of the myriad alleyways of what was once 

a magnificent imperial thoroughfare. This was the walled city of 
shahjahanabad, built by the Mughal emperor shahjahan in 1639. 
Today, one can still glimpse the architectural glories of the past  
and taste the romance of an india just buried beneath the veneer  
of modernity. 
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EVENTS
this month

26 FEB17 FEB
–MAR 31

3–5
FEB Costing some US$20 million to stage 

each year, the Oscars is the world’s 
biggest film awards ceremony. Who 
will be walking away from the Kodak 
Theatre with a coveted statuette this 
year? Crowds of eager celeb-spotters 
will be gathering pre-ceremony at 
the red carpet for a glimpse of their 
favourite Hollywood stars.

Hua Hin Hills in Prachuab Kiri Khan 
province, just south of Bangkok, 
celebrates the harvest season by 
inviting guests to experience the 
charms of this mountainous vineyard 
in style. A selection of fine wine and 
superb meals combined with special 
programmes – including an exhibition 
on grape-growing – complete an  
unforgettable experience.

This annual festival of contemporary 
dance showcases established and 
emerging artists from around the 
world. Expect original and creative 
performances and a number of world 
premieres. With Rome’s Auditorium 
Parco della Musica as the stage, it 
will truly be a treat for dance lovers. 

6–26
FEB

EqUiliBRiO  
FESTivAl,  
ROME

NOW
–12 FEB
indie music lovers have been 
anticipating this festival ever since 
concert dates were announced in 
October 2011. This year, 13 artists and 
bands – including Feist, The Drums 
and laura Marling – are taking part, 
with shows across Australia and 
ending 12 February in Singapore. You 
can still purchase tickets at  
singapore.lanewayfestival.com.au

lAnEWAY 
FESTivAl, 
AUSTRAliA & 
SingAPORE 

1–5
FEB
The Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week 
events in Madrid showcase the 
growing presence of Spanish design 
on the international fashion stage. 
Prestigious brands and up-and-
coming young Spanish designers will 
present the latest trends and runway 
looks to the public.

MADRiD  
FASHiOn WEEK, 
SPAin

84TH ACADEMY 
AWARDS,  
lOS AngElES

gRAPE  
HARvEST, 
THAilAnD

CHiAng MAi 
FlOWER FESTivAl, 
CHiAng MAi

DID YOU 
KNOW? 
The 2012 show 
marks the ninth 
time Billy Crystal 
will host the 
Academy Awards.

Sweden, Finland and norway are among the best 
places to view the aurora borealis, a dazzling display of 
lights dancing across the night sky. Although sightings 
can never be guaranteed, spring is the best season for 
viewings in the northern hemisphere – especially in the 
weeks around the vernal equinox (20 March). Experts 
predict the aurora will shine at their brightest in 50 years 
in 2012, so now’s the perfect time to head up north... 

NOW–lATE MAR nORTHERn ligHTS

Spectacular flower displays are 
paraded down the streets for 
visitors and locals alike to admire. 
You name them – orchids, gladioli, 
chrysanthemums – and all the tropical 
flowers whose names are difficult to 
pronounce are a part of this fantastic 
flower brigade.

DID YOU KNOW? 
Dendrobium orchids, 

which are among 
the flowers featured 

in the Chiang Mai 
Flower Festival, is 

a huge genus, today 
containing about 

1,200 species.

Ph
ot

o:
 In

m
ag

in
e

SOPA 2013 Awards –Excellence in Magazine Design: Sawasdee

Flipbook of the entire issue can be seen online here: http://www.prthaiairways.com/sawasdee/201202


